Sp De. 9 88 Да T H 
City prepares for snow job 


Though the consensus of local weather forecaster is that there 
will not be as much snow as last winter, that could still mean one 
heck of a lot of snow - and ice -- will be covering city streets. 

Mayor William Brighton announced recently that the city is 
prepared for possible problems. More than 300 tons of salt, 450 tons 
of sand, six snow plow-equipped vehicles. and six salt spreaders are 
ready. 

Moreover, the Board of Public Works and Safety has desig- 
nated snow routes throughout the city (see map below). These main 
thorofares will receive priority treatment when the snow comes. 

City officials will issue snow alerts and residents will have to 
move their cars from the designated snow routes. Signs have been 
ordered. but probably will not arrive until after the snow season. 
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ВОФО LINES ARE SNOW ROUTES 
Not shown: Hospital Road 


File | was a typical summer month 
except for the concentrated rain- 


on FEATURE fall over the three-day period. 
OF SUMMARY , : 


Mk des - 

ор monthly. i a sum- 
mary from Indiana State Uni- 
|versity's Climatic Station re- 
ports that the outstanding fea- 
ture for July weather locally 
| was the precipitation. 

The total amount of rainfall 
was 4.03 inches, which is above 
the average of 3.27 inches. How- 
ever, 67 per cent of the cua 
| fall occurred during а three-day | 
| period (July 19-21). | 

The temperatures for the! 
month were near normal,-aver-: 
aging 77 degrees. The high tem- | 
perature was 95 degrees and vd 
low was 54 degrees. 

Winds were generally light | 
and prevailed at 179 degrees! 
(South). 


According to John W. McClain, | Community Affairs File 
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Climate Report 
осм т Cla 
For . January'/ 

QN Mas Қаға Бі 

month says Dr. Benjamin 

Moulton of the Climatic Station 
| at Indiana State University. 
| The January Summary. 
| written monthly with 
| contemporary information 

concerning the weather. 

reported that January averaged 
‚ nearly four degrees lower than 
; normal and eight degrees 
colder than a year ago. 

January 1976 averaged 26.7 
degrees F and the average for 
January this year is 30.2 
degrees F. The colder 
| temperature is reflected iri the 
| heating degree days of 1.187, 
| compared with January of 1975, 
; whenthere were 942. 

The coldest temperature at 

the University station was 2 
‚ degrees F on the eighth and the 
: warmest was 59 degrees F on 
' the 23rd. The coldest average 

day was four degrees on the 

eighth and 24 days of the month 
averaged below freezing. 
January was also dry» The 

report said there was 1.96 

inches of rain and snow 

, compared to a normal of 2.63 

| inches. Four days had snow and 


rain or a total of rain occurred 


nee EEB о 1975; 
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Ноо November 
Ts DEC 51978 


bother’ Menomena 


By JACK A. HUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer ` 


“Unusual phenomena” is a 
popular phrase amongst 


‚ climatologists and 


meteorologists, notes Dr. Ben- 
jamin Мошіоп іп his report оп 
November weather. 


The Indiana State University 
Climatic Station chief, in the 
| regular monthly summary of 
| Mother Nature’s activities on 
| the calendar page just 
‚ removed, observes further that 
‚ the popular phrase usually 
| refers to flash floods, tornados, 
blizzards, dust storms and 


‚ other hazardous events of mo- 


| ment doing great damage and 
attracting immediate atten- 
tion. 
However, he points out that "" 
. Slower developing but per- 
sistent atmospheric 
! phenomena (in the form of ex- 
! tended cold or hot periods) are 
just as destructive. 


"So," Moulton continues, 
**we have had unusual 
phenomena in November. 
November. (1976) ranks as the 
fourth or fifth coldest 
November on record since 1892 
and likewise it has been the 
fourth driest November on 
record. These two records com- 


| bined with previous dry 


weather and cool weather in 
October have given us unusual 
weather phenomena over the 
past two months." 

Reporting a temperature 
average of 38.4 degrees 
Fahrenheit — 4.3 degrees 
below the expected average — 
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the ISU chief weather observer 
found that heating degree days 
during Novemeber added up to 
799, double the tabulation of 
November, 1975. 

Recalling that, “Half of the 
month the temperature during 
the day never got above 60 
degrees Ғ. and on 19 days the 
lowest temperature was below 
32 degrees F,” Moulton's sum- 
mary advances the information 
that, "This cold month com- 
bined with a cool October has 
given us a total of 1,244 heating 
degree days so far this winter. 
This compares with about 400 
days at this date last year.” 

And the dry weather 
phenomenon continues, the 
report continues, registering 
light precipitation for 
November. ''The station 
recorded .52 of an inch coming 
on the 26th after essentially a 
dry spell without precipitation 
for 28 days (last few days of Oc- 
tober were dry). The drought 
may have helped the grain 
harvest, but it was a hardship 
on many other activities. Many 
wells have dried up as a resuit 
of the accumulated moisture 
deficit now at 10.84 inches for 
the year." 

And the outlook for the 
balance of 1976 is not encourag- 
ing, Moulton's analysis advises. 
“There seems little oppor- 
tunity for the weather to 
change to remove much of the 
water shortage. We'll probably 
finish the year with a deficit of 
12 inches of precipitation and 
thus making 1976 one of the five 
driest years on record. 

"Thus," the summary con- 
cludes, November ended with 
temperatures as low as 16 
degrees F. (-8.9 degrees Cen- 
tigrade) and the first 25 days 
without :precipitation and a 
Stormy thrust into what ap- 
pears to be a hard winter 
ahead.” 

And, turning again from sum- 
mary to prognostication, 
Moulton suggests, “There is а 
fifty percent chance that 
December will be colder than 
average." 
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February Sets Records 
For Ice-Covered Flora 


| February, 1976, will remain 


famous for “ two or three 
days of ice covered vegetation 
and landscape," reports Dr 
Benjamin Moulton of Indiana 
State University's Climatic 
Station in his current weather 
observations 

Turning from the spectacular 
beauty of the crystal world of 
those few days. he also points 
out that a number of folks 
without heat in their homes. 
because of interrupted electric 
service for 24 hours or more. 


will not be forgotten. 

"Here in Terre Haute." 
Moulton continues, ‘Indiana 
State University closed its 
classes for two days (only) 
the second time in the school 
history that weather canceled 
all university classes." 

Nevertheless, the report 
states, ‘‘We in the Terre Haute 
гагеа were somewhat better off 
|than the northern part of the 


state. The Fort Wayne area 
experienced more damage than 
most of the state 7" 

However, “Іп spite of the ice 
and adverse weather early in 
the month, February (іп the 
Terre Наше area) averaged 
12.6 degrees above normal, with 
the month averaging 438 
degrees Fahrenheit. compared 
to the normal of 31.2 degrees. 

"The high for the month was 
73 degrees F 1228 degrees 
Centigrade). The low was 2 


| degrees Е 1-16.7 С) on Feb. 2. 
also will remember the time. | 
“Тһе ice storms of Feb. 5 and6 | 


Twenty days averaged about 32 
degrees Е 10 С.) and 17 days 
had highs of 50 degrees F or 
higher The higher 
temperatures helped to reduce 
heating degree days to 615, 
compared to 941 a year ago. 
Most everyone should have 
noticed a decrease in their 
heating bill." (particularly 
those who didn't have heat for a 
while) 

February saw little snow, but 


precipitation for the month was . 


1 


2 
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“4 slightly above normal with 
3.87 inches (8.83 centimeters)."' 
the rainiest days having 
coincided with the ice storms on 
the біл and 6th, " 2.29іпсһев 
(9.81 ст) on these two days. 
Nine days experienced 
precipitation. but the last eight 
days had no precipitation at all. 
Snow fell on three days. 


"Exceptional weather in 
February. in addition to the ice 
storm. was a tornado 30 miles to 
the north on the 16th A frontal 
electrical storm on the 21st did 
much storm damage. The 


changing air masses brought an 
inversion on the 26th and an 
unusually high pollution count 
of 129 particles.” 

Moulton summarizes, "Мозі 
of the month was comfortable 
for mankind, with clear skies 
and mild winds. Ваш 
contributed to flood water 8.5 
feet above flood stage on the 
20th." 


~ 


Dr. Benjamin Moultor 


Weather. Ё 


The wend his are, 


15 a fitting backdrop for current 
review of the cool June 
described in theclimatic sum- 
mary prepared by Dr. enjamin 
Moulton of Indiana State 
University 

Dr. Moulton. who heads the 
ISU Climatic Station in. addi- 
tion to his duties as chairman 
of the Geography & Geology 
Department, touched on the ex- 
tended period of relatively dry 
and cool weather characteriz- 
ing the middle months of 1976 

He said. 7 June continued to 
be a critical month for 
precipitation. Rainfall was 
below normal by nearly an inch 


and-no rain fell а! the recording | 


stations during the first 16 days 
' of the month. In official ter- 


пипоїоду this constituted а 
drought The month ended up 
with a total amount of 3 25 in- 
ches since the last three days 
had precipitation 
was 48 
average." 


Тһе month 


of an inch below| 


отида ity Affairs 


Noting that the annual deficit 
then amounted to 5.77 inches, 
the ISU Clinmatic Station chief 
reported that "June ended as 
did May with a streak of rainy 
days. .three'of the six days 
of precipitation . . . at the end 
of the month. ` - 

Terre Haute experienced 
nearly 2", inches of rainfall on 
June 28 and 29 with 92 one day 
and about 15 the other at the 
station. More accumulation 
was likely experienced at 
various points about the region 
and “Crops in the area looked 
much better at the beginning of 
July than they did two weeks 
earlier." 

Turning to temperature 
(statistics. Dr Moulton 
reported. ‘June, although dry. 
was not particularly warm The 
month averaged 72.8 degrees 
l'ahrenheit (22.7 Centigrade). а 
little over iive degrees below 
normal (78 Е. 25.6 С). There 
were eight days in the month 
| with a maximum above 90 Е 


n, Reviews 
onth of June 


Koo am 
, month was 48 F 


The lowest of the 
18.9 С.) on the 


20th af June. The cooling days 


increased above May this year 


| but were much less than June 


of last year The growing days 
practicallv doubled in June. 
June weather didnt get 
stormy until the 28th." the 
report continued. “Тін period 
of storms. although not harm- 
ful in Terre Haute, nearby 
brought severe weather, 
threatened tornadoes, disrup- 
tion of telephone service and in- 
convenience The lack of 
storms is reflected by the small 
number of cloudy days (3). 
Twenty-two days could be clas- 
sified as clear All in all, our 


‚ weather was not bad, but we 


could use more rain.” 


Excess Moisture Reported 


Ts OCT 1 0 1978 Community p File 


In September: ISU Official 


2/66 en 
Improved precipitation and ; dry spells. good tains Ls in 


some seasonal philosophy | five different periods of two 

figure in the Climatic Sum- | days length each." the report 

mary tor September, 1976, by | continues. “Four of the five 

Dr. Benjamin Moulton, | periods had at least an inch of 

chairman of the Department of | precipitation. Nearly all the 

Geography and Geology at In- | precipitation came in showers 

diana State University and | that resulted in wide variation 

head of the ISU Climatic Sta- | in amounts from place to place. 

tion. Heavier rains occurred with 

He reports. " . . . the most | tornados on the 26th in four 

important feature of the month | southeastern Indiana counties 

was an excess of moisture | with loss of life, injuries, and 

above normal (with) 4.63 in- | multi-million-dollar damage. 

ches, or 1.47 inches above nor- | The deficiency in precipitation 

mal," pointing out that | їог the year has now been 
September was the first month | reduced to 6.56 inches." 

since March with that distinc- | Observing that September “ 

tion. . was not a particularly cold 

"Although there were some | month." Dr. Moulton reports, 

PT; T “but temperatures averaged 

12.7 degrees Fahrenheit below 

normal," at 64.6 degrees F., 

compared to the normal 67.3. 

“Тһе low for the month was 36 

and the high 90 degrees. The 

| drought of earlier months may 

| have left fall colors in the field, 

but it is also important that 

September generally brings 

relief from summer heat 

because nights cool more in- 


tensely. The nights are getting 

longer and the diurnal range for 

12 days was 30 degrees or more. 

If the heat of the day is uncom- 

fortable the night 30 degrees 

cooler is extremely refreshing. 

The equinox on the 23rd brought | 
12 hours of daylight and | 
darkness to all parts of the 

world from pole to pole.” 

Noting that temperatures “ | 

. are still above the daily 
‘ideal’ average of 55 degrees | 

" the ISU weather expert 
points out, “The month of Oc- 
tober usually gets close to this 
ideal," as does April. 

With an eye toward current 
events, Dr. Moulton suggests, 
"Perhaps as this report is writ- 
ten we should reflect on the 
fact that man’s best mental ac- 
tivity is in the months when the 
temperatures average around 
55 degrees Ғ. How fortunate for 
most that October, the month | 
before the national electionn | 
emhenssees temperatures so 
suitable for a high level of men- 
tal activity. The lethargy of 
summer is lost from mid- 
September іо mid-October.” 


Unusual Weather Data 
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Compi 


March this year eritered 
exited. both. in а rather 
lamblike manner but 
exhibited more than enough 
leonine behavior іп the first and 
third weeks, according to (һе 
monthly weather review from 
Dr Benjamin Moulton. Indiana 
Climatic Station Chief. at 
Indiana State University 

The lion's roar was loud on 
the 4th and the 20th in form of 
tornados — the periods setting a 
new national record for tomado 
sightings. 212 or 95 more than 
the previous national record 

Damage added up to 4 
million in Indiana from the 
tornado activity on the 20th with 
damage reports from 11 
counties in the state Damage in 
Vigo County occurred in the 
Riles and Prairie Village areas 

Two other interesting 
phenomena юг the month ` Dr 
Moulton reports. 


and 


‘occurred on 


led During March 


the 2nd Тһе highest 
temperature in the nation was 
9] degrees F in southern Texas 
and the lowest was 28 degrees 
F in Butte. Mont, The range of 
118 degrees is a true mark of our 
extremes in the United States. 
Where flight allows us 

mortals to travel from place to 
place in twoor three hours." the 
report continues, "we can be in 
position. where such extremes 
do occur. and we could be 
subjected to the discomforts of 
moving from one extreme to 
another 

"Éven more shocking to us 
was the phenomenon on the 
201h." having to do with 
relanvely stationary people and 
rapidly moving weather. "when 
the temperature dropped 12 
degrees 1n about a minute as the 
front passed through `` 

Mild and moist weather 
opened the month with about 


half the total precipitation 
during the first five days. 
during which time the 
temperature averaged 60 
degrees F (15.6 С). This was 
nearly 10 degrees above the 
average for the month and 20 
degrees above the long-time 
average for March. 


The last five days of the 
month averaged five degrees 
cooler than the first five. but 
still were about 15 degrees 
warmer than normal for March 
The month as a whole was 
nearly 12 degrees above 
normal. reflected in the fact 
that there were only 413 heating 
degree days. about half the 
amount that might be expected 
and less than half of last vear s 
March Тһе average 
temperature during the month 
this year \а$51.8 Е (11 degrees 
С) compsred to the recorded 
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yearly average of 106 К 148 
Ca 
Precipitation. was near 


normal for the month with 4.27 
inches (1085 cm) compared to 
the normal 3.2 inches (8 12 em. 

Allin all, Dr Moulton reports. 
“Our farmers had a better start 
with 329 growing degree days 
this March as compared to 99 
last year From this point. 
spring looks earlier this year — 
and perhaps an even longer and 
earlier growing period than last 
year." depending on April's 
behavior which has a mixed bag 
of temperatures to date 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Power Failure, Heat Loss 


Aftermath of Ice 


© FEB 61978 

Electrical service that was interrupted 
for several hours at hundreds of Wabash 
Valley homes Thursday and Friday was 
generally restored Friday as Public 
Service Indiana officials worked 
throughout the day and night repairing 
lines that were downed by ice 

Thursday's freezing rain. which 
caused scores of minor vehicle accidents 
and closed schools and businesses, had 
ended by Friday leaving much of the 
Wabash Valley and Indiana looking like 
it had been hit by a Lornado 

Although forecasts were for clear skies 
and cold temperatures Friday. snow 
flurries Friday morning added danger to 
already icy streets. 

Slick roads and highways were still a 
hazard Friday and schools throughout 
the area were again closed. In addition. 
the combined problems of electric power 
outages and area flooding plagued local 


citizens. 

One bright spot in the situation was 
that no personal injury accidents were 
reported by police officials Thursday 
night and early Friday Terre Haute 
Regional Hospital and Union Hospital 
treated and released only a few persons 
suffering from falls on ice 

Most roads tn Terre Haute end the 
surrounding area were passable Friday. 
but schools were closed in Vigo. Clay. 
and Vermillion counties. Also closed 
were schools in the Rockville. Paris 
ІШІ). and Southwest Parke school 
systems 

Indiana State University classes were 
dismissed for a second day Friday and 
the Vigo County Courthouse remained 
closed 

Most stores and businesses in Terre 
Haute, which closed early Thursday or 
did not open at all, had reopened on 
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Friday Classes were resumed at Indiana 
Vocational Technical College and schools 
in Sullivan County. while most Terre 
Haute Citv offices were also open City 
buses, which were halted by icy streets 
Thursday, resumed service on Friday 

Besides the road problems. the biggest 
headache facing area residents was 
electric service failure Homes 
throughout Vigo, Clay. Vermillion, and 
Edgar (Ill) counties were without 
electric service Thursday for 10 or more 
hours 

To cope with the emergency public 
buildings were opened in severa! areas to 
house persons who were dependent upon 
electric heat In Brazil the National 
Guard Armory was opened. while in 
Clinton city offices were opened to house 
citizens. The First Chnstian Church in 
Panis was also opened to residents of the 
Illinois city who had no heat 

The power failures were generally 
caused by ice that had formed on wires 
and by fallen limbs that broke wires. 

Public Service Indiana officials 
reported Friday that workmen who had 
been making repairs throughout the 
rught had restored power to most homes. 

Some areas faced the added problem of 
flooding caused by the heavy freezing 
rains. Basements were flooded 
throughout the city and many streets 
were temporarily blocked by water that 
was nearly two feet in depth. 

Reporting complaints running about 
"three times normal" on Friday, 
General Telephone Terre Haute 
manager Tom Merritt reported crews 
had cleared about 75 problems overnight 
апа were‘ X keeping pretty current." 
He said the complaints came from 


isolated cases all over the city and 
county," with no broad areas totally 


lacking telephone service. 

The problem locally was apparently 
not of the crisis proportions that New 
Castle and other areas faced Mayor 
Gary Marcum of New Castle asked for 
100 Indiana guardsmen to assist in the 
clearing of fallen trees and other 
damage 

Traveling was a near impossibility 
throughout much of centra! Indiana and 
power failures were the rule rather than 
the exception in a large part of 
Indianapolis and other cities 

In Terre Haute, as in the majority of 
cities, postal workers were true to their 
image as most home delivery was made 
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ICE — Thursday's freezing rain created a beautiful glaze оп WATER — Terre Наше motorists who braved the elements 
trees, shrubs and power lines but it caused many problems, too. | Thursday participated in scenes like this (Fruitridge and 
Ice-laden branches posed a hazard to the residence of Sid | Nitsche Drive). Flooded streets and intersections, water 
Silverman on East College Avenue and cut power lines to some standing in yards and fields and stalled autos resulted frum the 
homes in the area. rain. House of Photography Photos. 


~ 


NORTH VIGO RUNNERS ADD 
on their daily run found some new adventure on icy sidewalks Wednesday. In fact, John Reedy 


and Gary Cottardi appear to be practicing hurdles (with one 
hurdle}. Dave Coleman, Mark Reedy, and John Roscoe brin 
men perform the amazing teat of staying on their feet. 


W TRICK TO ROUTINE—North Vigo High School athletes 


8 "HET RIBUNE, TERRE HAUTE, IND. 


hurdling and the other acting as tbe g 
g up the rear — as two of the young | й 


А SNOWY SVAiT—Lauric Vondersmith. age 8, dressed for the 


weather as she waited for her mother to pick her np at St. Ann’ 
| às | moth К he at St. Ann's 
ERENCE E FS 52 Wednesday afternoon. She is the daughter of Mr. aid 
леан ия Cor: Ünffy АНЫН Fils , Mrs. В. J Vondersmith. 
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THE STUCK-IN-THE-SNOW BLUES ARE BACK — Local residents were indeed “singing the 
blues” about icy intersections and streets Wednesday and Thursday. At Brown Ave. and Ohio 
Blvd. Раш T. Markle gives his mother’s car a little push. Despite the icy conditions, police 
officials reported few accidents. However, they didn’t say how many Terre Hauteans either 
were stuck оп ice-covered streets or could not get their cars started in the subzero 


temperatures. House of Photography Photos. 
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Wet weather noted in August 


The Еа З 


seemed to imitate recent 
trends in clothing fashion, ac- 
cording to the regular sum- 
mary from ISU Climatic Sta- 
tion. 

“August had the ‘Wet Look,’ 


‚ not once but several times,” 
; the report by Dr. Benjamin 


Moulton observed. pointing out 
that the Terre Haute area had " 

‚ several days in which over 
two inches of rain fell and as 
much as seven inches in 24 
hours as well as a high intensity 
of rainfall for some sites of one 


‚ inch or more in less than ап 


£2 Ea ко 


hour.” 
“Іп addition,” the station 
chief continued, ‘‘rain fell оп 10 


days during the month and the" 
‚ longest period without rain was 


six days. Most of the rain came 
with localized conventional 
storms as storm paths across 
the United States assumed a 
normal development and loca- 
tion. None of the rainfall came 
about as sequalia of tropical 
storms or hurricanes. The max- 
imum of 2.72 inches occurred 
| on the 10th at the University. 
“Nearly an inch fell on the 
| day (Aug. 21) that the Mattoon 
area suffered a tornado causing 
гехітете damage to property. 
| the loss of five lives and numer- 
“ous personal injuries. Winds in 
the wake of the storm were 
г strong. Terre Наше had a high 


ЕМСЕ 


а” 


DO NOT сас ІЛ АТЕ 


of 26 miles-per-hour and gusty 
conditions. 

“August, 1977, turned out to 
be the second wettest August on 
record (with) 9.79 inches com- 
pared to 10.02 in August, 1938. It 
was the wettest month in Terre 
Haute for several years. Such a 
wet August occurs only about 
three times in a century. 

Near normal temperatures 
were recorded, with 74.6 
degrees Fahrenheit the aver- 


age for the month. The long- 
term August average is 74.2. 
Those tempearatures in Centi- 
grade measure are 23.7 and 23.4 
respectively. ‘‘Temperatures 
averaged 71.5 Е (22 С) at 9 a.m. 
and 80.6 Е (27 С) at 3 p.m. А 
sign of fall appeared as seven 
days averaged below 70 F. The 
high for the month was 92 F 
(33.3 С); the low was 54 Е 
(12.2C). 

"Skies generally were cloudy 
as could be expected with the 
increase in precipitation and in 
considerable contrast to the 
previous month. In July, we 
*cooked and dried' and in Au- 
gust we 'simmered and 


| steamed’.”’ 


Vigo. County l'ubilc Library 
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September w 


September, 1977, in spite of 
being sometwhat warmer and 
wetter than usual, was pretty 
average, according to Indiana 
State Unviversity Climatic Sta- 
tion chief Dr. Benjamine 
Moulton. 

Of course, of all the months, 
Moulton’s monthly climatic 
summary points out, Septem- 
ber is so “average,” tradi- 
tionally, that its weather nearly 
escapes attention. 

As Dr. Moulton’s report puts 
it, "Mostly September weather 
gets ignored and overlooked by 
people in their mad rush to: 1) 
celebrate Labor Day weekend; 
2) start school; 3) close out 
summer baseball, and, 4) start 
out the football season.” 

Exceptions to that rule are 
found among farmers, he notes, 
observing, ‘‘The important 
harvest problems are recog- 
nized by the farmer and the 
grain consumer and a few areas 
suffer drastically from ех- 
cessive fall rains. September, 
1977, was no different. We had 
near normal temperatures and 
slightly above normal рге- 
cipitation. 

“Septemeber started off 
warm,” the report continues, 
“the first two days were in the 
90s, but the days soon turned 
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pretty, ayerage 


^ С N | 1 Ne C 
cool so that by the 12th the high 
was 68 degrees Fahrenheit (20 
degrees Centigrade) and with a 
couple of slightly warmer peri- 
ods the last day of the month 
had a high of 72 F (22.2 C). 
Three days of September had 
highs about 90 F,; 15 days about 
80 F; and 11 days above 70 F. 
The low temperature of the 
month was 50 F (10 C) on two 
days, the 21st and 28th. The 
average temperature for the 
month was 70.9 F (11.6 C) or 3.3 
F above normal. The lower 
temperature made it possible 
to record 10 heating degree 
days in Septemeber.”’ 


- 


Rain didn’t show up often, 
but came in plentitude when it 
came at all. Moulton reports, 
“Precipitation occurred on 
only six days, but for many 
there were copious amounts in 
short periods. The amount for 
the month was 4.27 inches, or a 
little more than one inch above 
normal and almost as much as 
September last year. 

“Hurricanes occurred in the 
Gulf, tornado-like storms 
struck in the Midwest, floods , 
hit Kansas City. The weather i 
was fairly well controlled by 
well established and slightly 
moving high and lows. We were 
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nearly back to normal on the 
marching cold and warm 
fronts." 

In summary, the summary 
concludes, “September ended 
up as the warmest September 
for several years and just 
slightly wetter than usual and, 
as it should be, no frost. Except 
for the six days of rain, it was 
a very sunny month." 
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By COLLEEN SIMS, ` af 
2 CAROLYN TOOPS... > 
: - — Tribune Staff Writers. ^. F 
Numerous reports of minor accidents were reported Monday 
as a winter storm hit the area just before the morning rush 
hour. Я . ауы әу crop р 
Heavy rains which drenched the city over the night turned 


into sleet shortly after 6 a.m. and then into snow about an hour * 


even more hazardous road conditions. -3 = fs, 502 
The weather forecast called for the winter storm to continue 


later. Heavy winds accompanied the severe weather to make 


on into the night Monday. 54m- $ 
The Terre Haute Police Department, the Vigo ‘County 

Sheriff's Department, the Clay County Sheriff's Department 

and tbe Indiana State Police all reported several cars off the 


roadways and numerous accidents, but no serious injuries had - 
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«= A spokesman at the emergency room of Union Hospital said 

one person had been treated for a fall on the ice, adding, though, 
24415 going to get worse. ==) 3 3.31 55, 

ee All local police were warning motorists to stay off the roads 


295: possible. : 5-05 +7. а 5 xx 
55:2: Although the Vigo County School Corporation schools were 


“А open Monday morning, Supt. Harmon Baldwin was to receive 
an updated report on road conditions and таке а determination 
on keeping the schools open by noon. 22725 
| were dismissed 
shortly after reporting to school Мопдау (23 , 
> АП school corporations to the north, where the winter storm 
-hit earlier and was expected to be more severe, were reported 
"élosed. Those included the corporations of South Vermillion, 
Southwest Parke and Rockville Community. “> 


1 А The Clay Community Schools were closed due to the weather, 
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reaching such points in the roads. `` 
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Besides the Vigo County Schools, other area schools which 
begantclasses Monday included the Northeast School Corpo- 
ration in Sullivan County and the Marshall Community Unit II. 

A Vigo County school bus reportedly stalled on State Road 150 
near New Goshen on its way to the Fayette School Monday. The 
students were transported on to the school by another bus, 
though. ў . TAs : 

АП the area highway and road crews were оп the job early 
Monday, with about 16 Terre Haute Street Department trucks 
spreading salt and sand since about 5 a.m. They later began 
using the snow ром. 2-2” 

A street department spokesman said another problem had 
тан with water backing up from the heavy rains over (һе, 

gnt. BERE C і 
In the city, police warned that intersections such as at Third 
Street and Maple Avenue, Ninth and Walnut streets or Ninth 
and Poplar streets, where motorists face a slight iricline, have 


been those areas where -most ‘of the accidents һауе been ' 
reported. They.urged motorists to easily. accelerate when 


Vigo County highway crews, out since 7:30 a.m., reported 
several trees were down in the area, also. з 

The Clay County Sheriff’s Department reported officers wer 
checking on an overturned саг оп State Road 59 North at 
MacBeth Hill. No one was believed injured in that accident. 

State police described all roads as slick and hazardous. А 


spokesman said 1-70 and U.S. 40 were still open, but were very 


hazardous and many accidents were occurring along both 
roads. і З 

State police also reported some of the secondary roads were 
becoming nearly impassable after two hours of the snow and 
blowing winds. E 

They said the roads were “уегу bad" north of the area, with 
one report that U.S. 41 North was almost impassable. 


Precipitation, So 


Dr. Benjamin Moulton, chief 
of the Indiana State University 
Climatic Station, noted in his 
climatic summary for Novem- 
ber 1977, that averages, partic- 
ularly with regard to tem- 
peratures, don’t always tell the 
whole story. 

‘Near normal averages tend 
to disguise the fact that individ- 
ual days gave far from average 
weather from time to time. 

“November gave us a taste 
of Indian Summer early in the 
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Novem Ger. т Records More 


month and a vigorous touch of 
winter during Thanksgiving 
week,” Moulton reported. He 
continues, “Precipitation and 
temperature were near normal. 
It was slightly warmer and 
wetter than normal for Novem- 
ber. Snow, nearly three inches, 
occurred on the 26-27th and 
precipitation occured 14 days of 
the month. The skys were gen- 
erally cloudy with only eight 
-days cast as clear days. If one 
considers that the days have 
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shortened and the number of 
days that are cloudy, we actual- 
ly are getting little sunlight and 
therefore little solar energy." 


Moulton said the tem- 
peratures for November aver- 
aged 45.6 degrees Fahrenheit 
(7.6 degrees Centigrade) com- 
pared to the norm of 42.7F or 
the 38.4F a year ago. The high 
for the month this year was 76F 
and the low, on the 26th, 6F. 
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In spite of the seemingly ex- 
treme combination of heat and 
humidity, July was nearly nor- 
mal when compared to long 
range statistics, according to 
the current climatic suummary 
from Dr. Benjamin Moulton, 
chief of the Climatic Station at 
Indiana State University. 

He reports that the high tem- 
perature for the month was 100 
degrees Fahrenheit, registered 
on the 15th. The low was 56 and 
occurred on two successive 
days, the 26th and 27th. 

Describing procedures, 
Moulton advises, “АЁ the uni- 
versity we record tem- 
peratures and continuous rain, 
but specifically ‘summarize 
temperatures at 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m. and the maximum and 
minimum for the 24-hour peri- 
od. It is interesting to note our 
average for the month (July) is 
79.6 degrees, the average tem- 
perature at 9 a.m., 78 Е (25.6 
Centigrade); the average at 3 
p.m., 88 F; the average high 
90.4 F and the average low 68 F 
. Our warmest part of the day 
comes late in the afternoon and 
our lowest temperature usually 
just at dawn. 

“Тһе long range average for 
July is 77.1 F (61.5 C) and one- 
third of July records are higher 
than that. The warmest July 
average 85.4 F (29.4 C) was in 
1936.” 

The report continues, ‘Un- 
fortunately rainfall continued 
to come in relatively scattered 
amounts with up to 10 days of 
high temperatures between 
rainfalls. This aspect desicated 
the fields. Evaporation was ex- 
cessive and plants and soil suf- 
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fered between rain periods. 

“Rainfall was near normal 
with 3.24 inches compared to a 
July average of 3.27 inches. The 
localization for storms brought 
excessive quantities to some 
areas while others. remained 
parched. The long range effects 
of drought last year still are 
with us with lower levels in 
wells, ponds, lakes and the wa- 
ter table.” 

There were five periods of 
rainfall, each bringing about a 
half-inch or more on the 6th, 
lith, 13th, 21st and 315. 

“Cooling days, days with av- 
erage temperature above 70 
degrees Е аз the base," 
Moulton advises further, 
“amounted to 300.5 with 15 days 
having more than 10. On the 
15th and 19th (the figure was 
18) when the temperature in 
these two days averaged 88 F 
(31.1 С). 

“Most spectacular in July 
was the lack of sky coverage 
Only two days were partly 
cloudy and one cloudy day. All 
the rest at the time of observa- 
tion, 3 p.m. and 9 p.m., the sky 
had little or less than one-tenth 
sky coverage. It was the sun- 
niest record we have had at this 
Station in the period of sun 
record keeping.” 

Closing his summary with a 
choice bit of information for 
numerologists, Moulton re- 
ports, “Іп addition, in the sev- 
enth month on the seventh day 
at 7 p.m. it was 77 degrees Е. 
Heavy storms associated with 
hail, lightning and several se- 
vere storm warnings completed 
our atmospheric fare for the 
month." 
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By CRAIG McKEE Wei LSE eae инфо Division re- 


Tribune Staff Writer 

The heat wave that has made life 
miserable for Wabash Valley residents 
for the past two weeks is predicted to 
continue for at least another few days 
according to forecasts from the National 
Weather Service. High temperatures for 
the week will continue to reach the 90’s 
while overnight lows will only dip down 
to a modest 70-75 degree range. 

The extreme heat and humidity have 
caused difficulties for motorists, 
farmers and most people involved in 
outdoor work. Though both local hospi- 
tals have not noted a significant rise in 
heat exhaustion or heart attack victims, 
tue Vigo County Health Department's 

r. Robert A. Schumaker recommends 
that people stay near the air condition- 


ing and avoid overexertion in the hot. 


conditions. 

“Тһе main thing for people is to avoid 
exerting themselves any more than they 
just have to. This is especially true for 
the elderly. People should also try to 
keep up on their liquids intake," 
Schumaker said. 

While atmospheric conditions are far 
from ideal, Paul McKee of the Health 
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ports there have been по air stagnation 
alerts issued yet this summer. “Тһе 
pollution count goes extremely high at 
times, but not enough to call an alert," 
McKee said. 

The weather conditions are not the 
best for automobiles either. Sgt. Robert 
McClure of the local Indiana State Po- 
lice post indicated that the number of 
Stalled and overheated automobiles has 
been high during the heat wave. 

“There have been quite a few cars 
stopped, mainly due to overheating. We 
recommend that people drive at the 
speed limit and that if they pull the car 
over or stop, they should not idle any 
more than necessary and shut off the 
engine to prevent trouble," McClure} 
told The TRIBUNE. 

The National Weather Service also 
issued livestock heat warnings in the 
emergency category for Monday and 
Tuesday. Robert Fuller of the County 
Extension Office confirmed conditions 
were not good for livestock. 

“There has been some concern for the 
livestock, especially cattle, hogs and 
chickens. Those animals in confinement 
need special attention and constant wa- 
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ter. Shade is also helpful," Fuller said. 

Reports in eastern states indicated a 
high mortality rate for poultry as the 
temperatures continued to climb. 

Fuller added, “Тһе crops that have 
adequate soil moisture are probably 
doing pretty well in this weather. Corn 
and soybeans with good moisture seem 
to thrive in this weather. There are 
spotted areas of low soil moisture, and 
this weather only makes that situation 
worse." 

Farmers are spending the time put- 
ting up hay according to Fuller. “I can't 
think of anything worse than haying in 
this kind of weather,” he said. 

Fruit appears to be doing well, Fuller 
said. “Apples are sizing fairly well and 


ithe peaches up at the Purdue horti- 


culture farm are in fairly good shape. Of 
course, the picking is done early in the 
morning to avoid the heat," Fuller said. 
The irony of it all is that a scant six 
months ago, on Jan. 18, 1977, The TRIB- 
UNE reported, “Cold weather continued 
to plague the Wabash Valley... bringing 
many activities in Indiana and Illinois to 
a standstill.” Most area schools were 
closed and the low temperature that 
morning was a frigid -21 degrees. 
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| CAN YOU ВЕМЕМВЕВ--А difference of 125 degrees іп the temperature. Back in 
| February thermometers read “-25 degrees", but Friday this Terre Haute First 
National Bank thermometer read 100 degrees. That is.a lot of heat and was just as 
much cold. S JUL 16 1977 (Star Photo: Kadel) | 
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"March, the seasonal fling 
between winter and spring, be- 
haved just that way in Terre 
Haute and most other parts of 
the country," reports Dr. Ben- 
jamin Moulton of the Indiana 
State University Climatic Sta- 
tion. 

Apparently delayed by spring 
fever afflicting whatever 
couriers bring the regular 
weather summaries, the report 
comes a little late this month, 
but is as welcome as the weath- 
er that brought that spring 
fever this past week. 

And there was a hint of that 
last month as well, according to 
the report which notes that 
March, 1977, provided “ 
enough of the winter to keep 
minds taut and enough of the 
spring to give hope to free 
spirits.” 

Turning from poetic 
philosophy to hard facts and 
figures, Moulton observes that 
for Terre Hauteans last month 
brought “ the nearest to 
average conditions for some 
months," although not as warm 
as the same month last year 

The average temperature 
this March was 486 degrees 
Fahrenheit (9.2 degrees Centi- 


March Weather, 
Report Release! 
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grade) with an extreme high of 
76 F (244 C) and a low of 18 F 
(-78 C). The average figure 
was eight degrees above nor- 
mal with computations showing 
509 heating-degree days and 238 
growing-degrees figured from a 
base of 42 degrees F (5.6 C). 

But, the most significant de- 
velopment in the weather last 
month had to do with rainfall, 
“For the first month since Sep- 
tember, 1976, precipitation was 
above normal and this helped to 
reduce the deficit existing. Pre- 
cipitation was 4.2 inches (10.67 
centimeters) or one inch above 
normal thus reducing our defi- 
cit one іпсћ ` The most rain 
appeared during the period 
from the 24th to the 28th when 
in the Terre Haute area as 
much as three inches of pre- 
cipitation was recorded. 

March winds were character- 
istic of normal turbulence as- 
sociated with the month аз 7 

velcocities were often high 
and destructive and changing 
direction frequently." 

"With the passing of the 
storm оп the 18th." the weather 
summary continues, “ап ex- 
treme low pressure occurred 
(with a reading of) of 28.58 
inches of mercury. Wind veloc- 
ities were the highest of the 
month that day. The wind in- 
strument on the roof of the 
building recorded windspeed of 
24 miles-per-hour.”’ 

And, "аз usual (in March) 
intermittent snows occurred 
and on the 22nd a blanket of 
snow covered most vehicles left 
outdoors overnight." 
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Climatic Summary 


Issued for June 


Something of a Tom Sawyer- 
like appreciation of summer 
joys appears in the regular 
monthly climatic summary 
from Dr. Benjamin Moulton, 
head of the Indiana State Uni- 
versity Department of Geogra- 
phy and Geology and chief of 
the ISU Climatic Station. 

He writes, “After a month of 
dryness in May with the fear of 
Indiana burning into a desert it 
was a pleasure in June, particu- 
larly after the rain on the 17th 
of June, to be able to walk 
barefooted on the warm moist 
ground or the greening lawn 
without feeling as though you 
were exposing your feet to a 
cinderbed."' 

Statistical information fol- 
lows that observation, advising 
that rainfall at the recording 
station. for the month, was 42 
inches. or .23 of an inch above 
normal. Rain occurred on 12 of 
the 30 days and on three days 
precipitation came heavily and 
suddenly, with a half-inch or 
more falling in less than an 
hour on each occasion. 

"Perhaps most significant, 
climatically speaking.” 
Moulton continues. “was the 
severity of the rain, a return of 
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a well developed sysiem of 


highs and lows moving across , 


the country. The low pressure 
areas brought longer periods of 
rainfall and not just a flash 
storm. The precipitation fell in 
good amounts and was ab- 
sorbed by the soil readily." 

Even so, this year's relative- 
iy wet June was far from the 
wettest in recorded weather 
history, toting up less than half 
of the average 9.75 inches for 
the wetter Junes since 1892 and 
barely a third of the 1957 record 
of 12.58 inches for the month. In 
contrast, the five driest Junes 
on record averaged .42 inch of 
an inch. In 1933, the champion 
dry June accumulated only .03 
of an inch of precipitation. 

This June's temperature was 
about normal. but somewhat 
cooler overall than the same 
month last year and set new 
low records on the early morn- 
ing of June 8th with a low of 44 
degrees Fahrenheit (6.7 
degrees Centigrade). Although 
there were eight days recording 
a high above 90 degrees (F), 16 
days had a variable of 20 
degrees between the highs and 
the lows. which. as Moulton 
reports, ‘‘usually indicates suf- 
ficient cooling in the evening to 
provide human comfort and a 
sensation of coolness. 

"Some of the rain," he con- 
tinues, "came with strong wind 
action. On the 30th, the station 
recorded a high wind velocity 
of 54 milesper-hour and some 
areas in northeastern Terre 
Haute suffered tree loss. A hur- 
гісапе was reported in nearby 
Marshall. ПІ. However, vari- 
able winds of 20-30 miles-per- 
hour occurred with most of the 
rain on the 7th. 18. 22nd, 23rd 
and 27th as well as the last day 
of the month." 

The ISU weather sage con- 
cludes that June, 1977, in spite 
of early appearance of continu 
ing the dry spell, came through 
in pretty fair form. 

Іп fact, he observes. "All in 
all. it was not a bad month. . 
and winds up his summarv with 
poetic philosophy: “Тһе corn is 
high, the wheat is dry." — and 
my-oh-my. here now we have 
July 
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Freezing Temperatures Continue 
To Cause Problems in Valley Area 


By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Huge snowdrifts continued to block 
many roads in the Terre Haute area 
Monday, forcing numerous schools to re- 
main closed and creating continued 
problems for motorists. 

Several industries and businesses in 
the Wabash Valley have also been forced 
to reduce their workweeks as the result 
vf the continued cold weather. 

The cold was expected to ease by mid- 
week, however. 

The National Weather Service 
forecast clear and cold conditions Mon- 
day night with lows near five above. 

The Tuesday forecast called for most- 
ly sunny conditions with highs in the mid 
20s. On Wednesday the lows are ex- 
pected in the teens with the highs in the 
20s and 30s. 

High winds late last week combined 
with a winter storm to cause snowdrifts 
several feet deep, bringing nearly all ac- 
tivities in the Wabash Valley and the 
state to a standstill. 

One Vigo County Highway Depart- 
ment official reported Sunday that ‘‘a lot 
of roads. are opened up, but it is a slow 
process.' 

He said that “іп some places drifts are 
eight to 10 feet deep and there is no place 
to put the snow we clear off." 

The Indiana State Police reported 
Monday that all main roads in the Terre 
Haute area were clear. 

Major county roads and streets in 
Terre Haute were generally clear to sl- 
ick in spots. 

Minor county roads and sidestreets in 
urban areas remained snow-covered and 
less-traveled routes were still impas- 
sable Monday. 

The cold temperatures and blocked 
highways necessitated several 
emergency rescues during the past 
weekend. 

Roy French, 85, RR 23, was taken 
from his home Sunday by a deputy of the 
Vigo County Sheriff'S8 Department. 
French reportedly suffered frostbite and 
was taken to Terre Haute Regional 
Hospital, where he was listed in critical 
condition. 

Civil Defense Director Gilbert 
Leonard and Red Cross Director Joe 
Lowe also reported providing special 
services to local residents needing as- 
sistance. 

Officials said help was offered by 
numerous private citizens and industries 
to assist in clearing roads and providing 
other emergency services to persons 
rendered helpless by the weather. Some 
of those furnishing equipment were 


Peabody and AMAX coal companies, 
Haley Brothers Construction Corp. and 
J.I. Case and Co. 

The temperatures and snow-covered 
roads forced school closings Monday in 
Clay, Greene, Parke, Sullivan and Ver- 
million counties. 

Schulte High School was also closed 
Monday because of the natural gas shor- 
tage the facility is experiencing. 

Public schools in Vigo County 
reopened Monday and Indiana State 
University was open for classes. 

Area industries, hard-hit by the 
natural gas cutback announced recently 
by Terre Haute Gas Corp., were continu- 
ing to maintain operations as near nor- 
mal as possible. 


Several major grocery chains an- 
nounced Sunday and Monday that their 
stores would reduce operating hours in 
order to conserve energy. Indiana Gov. 
Otis R. Bowen had requested such action 
be taken. 

Great Scot stores in Terre Haute and 
Evansville and all Standard Food stores 
in Indiana announced they would operate 
from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m. 

Officials at A&P and at other stores 
were also expected to announce reduced 
hours early this week. 

Meanwhile. Indiana officially sought 
federal disaster area designation Mon- 
day. Bowen asked President Carter to 
declare the Hoosier state a disaster area 
so federal funds could be obtained. 
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By ELIZABETH CIANCONE 
Star Staff Writer 


И it is true that misery loves com- 
pany. the Midwest should be one big hap- 
py family by the end of this winter 
season As the second major cold wave 
hit the Wabash Valley area late Thurs- 
day. it promised to make the first severe 
snap seem like a mere rehearsal for the 
real thing 

Friday afternoon Indiana State Police 
in cooperation with city and county law 
enforcement units set up a road block at 
Maple Avenue and Third Street stopping 
all northbound traffic except for local 
travelers Indiana 63 remained open as 
far north as Clinton. but was closed 
north of that point while US. 41 was 
open only as far north as Rockville 

The road block was intended to pre- 
vent travelers from going further north 
into the Lafayette district, ISP 
spokesmen said The roads and weather 
conditions are worse further north and 
the area is glutted with stranded 
travelers. The road block at Terre Haute 
will prevent further crowding of already 
crowded and dangerous conditions in 
that area. 
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State Police also reported that U.S. 41 
is open south, but Indiana 63 is closed, or 
nearly closed. south of Terre Haute. 
Late Friday afternoon there was still 
one lane open and moving on Indiana 59 
south of Brazil. but traffic was moving 
slowly and the highway "could be closed 
at any time" according to a spokesman. 

East-west highways have fared 
somewhat better because snow tends to 
blow across the highways. keeping them 
more or less clear State Police report 
that U.S. 40 is open and Interstate 70 is 
open and clear. 

If highway travel is treacherous, air 
travel is uncertain. The Air Traffic 
Control Tower at Hulman Field has in- 
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dicated that runways are "not clear, but” 
are useable.” The airport remains open. 
but there is little traffic, largely because 
wind gusts and drifting conditions make 
air travel uncertain. Allegheny Com- 
muter flights were not operating Friday, 
according to sources at Hulman Field, 
not because of local field conditions, but 
because both O'Hare Field in Chicago 
and Weir Cook in Indianapolis — fields 
served by Commuter flights — have 
been reported closed. No decisions have 
been reached concerning Saturday 
flights. 

A training weekend scheduled at the 
Indiana Air National Guard end of 
Hulman Field has been cancelled for 
Saturday No decision has been made 
concerning Sunday training. "й depends 
upon the weather." sources said 

While area travelers are being advised 
to stay at home, or stay put. Red Cross 
and Civil Defense officials have spent a 
busy Friday preparing for any emergen- 
cies which might arise in area homes. 

Joe Lowe of the Red Cross reported 
that the Ray McDanie! family from the 
southern part of Vigo County had been 
"rescued" from their chilly home and 
taken to a shelter at the Bethany United 
Church of Christ in West Terre Haute. 
The McDaniel's year-old son was suffer- 
ing from frost-bite and was taken to a 
local emergency room for treatment. 
but Lowe reported that by late Friday 
afternoon the youngster was showing no 
ill effects from exposure. 


О 


Civil Defense director Gil Leonard 
said that his office was prepared for a 
crisis ‘if it occurs," but added that so 
far only about a half dozen families had 
needed assistance and it had been possi- 
ble to operate on a case-by-case basis 
Disaster shelters have been readied by 
Civil Defense workers in cooperation 
with the Wabash Valley Chapter of the 
American Red Cross. According to 
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Leonard. these can accomodate up to 
1,000 persons. 

Individuals or families needing as- 
sistance are advised to contact one of 
the police agencies or the Red Cross 
Leonard said Terre Haute residents 
may call the Terre Haute Police. county 
residents should contact the Vigo County 
Sheriff's office. The Indiana State Police 
Post will also assist in screening ap- 
plications for aid 

Stay-at-homes are apparently seeking 
relief from boredom by talking to their 
friends and families even if it is too cold 
to get out and see them. so telephone 
lines have been clogged and service has 
been delayed General Telephone Com- 
pany spokesmen have asked customers 
to make only "necessary" calls and to 
limit their length 

Nor can one look forward to much 
relef from "cabin fever" at the ex- 


pected arrival of the mail man. Mail 


delivery Friday was termed "partial" 
by Post Office authorities No rural mail 
got through. although some downtown 


businesses received what mail could be 


delivered by the foot soldiers of the P.O 
In addition. а few “mounted postmen" 
mad deliveries in town Saturday de- 
livery depends on "good old Mother 
Nature" our mailman says 


Downtown stores closed their doors at 
3pm Friday and sent their employees 
home and several area businesses and 
industries did likewise Some industries 
have decided to maintain a skeleton staff 
of maintenance workmen at the plant 
around the clock. according to Joe Lowe. 
and the Red Cross is offering assistance 
by providing cots. blankets, food and 
other creature comforts for a comple- 
ment of plumbers. electricians, pipefit- 
ters and other skilled workmen. 


North in Montezuma the city water 
supply was cut off fer a couple of hours 
Friday afternoon while repairs were 
made to a boiler The department also 
reported that fourteen families served 
bv the water company have been without 
water for a week 

Motels in the area expect to Бе ‘‘full to 
nearly full” for the weekend. All con- 
tacted report having adequate heat. 

The National Weather Service con- 
tinues to predict "windy and dangerous- 
ly cold" conditions tor Friday night with 


temperatures expected to reach between 
10 and 20 with the wind chill factor ap- 
proaching -55 to -60. increasing the 
danger of frostbite and freezing. Not 
much relief is anticipated through the 
weekend 

if we are looking for blessings to 
count. we might consider how it might 
have been living in a teepee with only 
animal skins and an open fire to keep us 
warm It might also help to remember 
that it is only 52 more days until spring 
officially arrives. 


Strong Winds Subside; 
itter Chill Remains 


Ву JACK HUGHES, 
PAT BARNES 
Tribune Staff Writers 

"Thank God the wind quit." was the 
reaction of many Terre Haute area resi- 
dents Saturday morning as they looked 
out on another bitter cold day. 

And, that was an important factor as 
well in official estimates looking toward 
resumption of intercity travel, blocked 
since Friday by intense cold com- 
plicated by drifting snow. 

State police and highway sources ex- 
pressed guarded optimism that, " with 
the wind died down, we'll be able to 
make some headway (with snow moving 
equipment) and should get things opened 
up by this afternoon." 

Police roadblocks at the north edge of 
the city on U.S. 41 and Ind. 63 halted 
northbound motorists from Friday after- 
noon on to advise that travel was not 
recommended out of town and 
prohibited beyond Clinton on 63 and 
Rockville on 41 

Saturday's weather forecast and the 
extended weather outlook offered some 
encouragement mixed with the reason 
for the guarded character of official op- 
timism:. The forecast called for condi- 
tions Rather windy and extremely cold 
with a chance of snow flurries tonight. 
Partly cloudy and bitter cold Sunday 
with a chance of snow flurries. Low 
tonight 8 to 14 below Highs Sunday zero 
to 8 above. Chances of precipitation 20 
per cent tonight and Sunday. Southwest 
winds 10 to 15 miles an hour tonight." 

What the forecast didn't say was more 


encouraging than what it did say. The 
absence of high winds, which reached 
upwards of 50 miles per hour Friday. 
was one of the happier expectations. The 
extended outlook took note of continuing 
very cold “ (with lows increasing! but 
moderating temperatures to zero to 10 
above by Wednesday. Highs in the teens 
Monday but rising to the 20s by 
Wednesday.” 

The weather was an important factor 
in the fire which destroyed one of the 
stately old homes along “fraternity 
row” just below College avenue on S. 6th 
street Friday afternoon. 

Only the walls of the large old 
residence remained standing, supported 
in part by a veneer of ice enclosing the 
shell of the Pi Lambda Phi fraternity 
house at 1114 S. 6th St. The ice formed 
from tons of water poured on the blaze 
battled by firemen fighting high winds as 
well as the inferno of flame. Some of the 
ice melted from the heat of the blaze and 


Community Affairs Fite 


ran into adjacent streets, freezing again 
to hamper further firefighting efforts as 
well as traffic in the area. Roadblocks 
were set up overnight to keep autos off 
the glare-ice street surface. 

In spite of high wind, firemen con- 
tained the blaze which was believed to 
have started from an electrical source 
on the third floor and was well underway 
when the first crew arrived. 

But, the chill factor of 30 to 50 degrees 
below zero took its toll, putting several 
firemen in the hospital for frostbite. 
Released following treatment at Terre 
Haute Regional Hospital were Jerry 
King. RR 21; William Reed Jr., 1423 S. 
Mth St.; Paul Keiser, 2901 S. 10th St.; 
Paul Swiger of 2532 Thompson and 
Edward Peters of 119 Locust. 

Fire destroyed a mobile home belong- 
ing to Mr. and Mrs A.W. Mahlon 
Stevenson north of Riley Friday after- 
noon. 

Jim Donna, Riley Volunteer Fire 


Department chief said Saturday that 
damages amounted to an estimated 
$11.000. 

The traier, Donna said. was com- 
pletely engulfed in Патев when firemen 
arrived on the scene at 4 10 p.m. There 
were no injuries reported. 

In another weather related matter. 
Vigo County Deputy Sheriff Sgt. Jim 
Jenkins became stranded early Saturday 
morning in his squad car just north of 
Fontanet. 

He and his auto were pulled from a 
nine foot snow drift after about two 
hours by a four-wheel vehicle from the 
Vermillion County sheriff s department. 

Jenkins was on a routine call when he 
ran into the drift. 

Area business and industry closings 
added to those reported earlier include 
the CBS Records Division of CBS, Inc., 
1400 N. Frutitridge Ave. which halted 
operations at the end of the day shift Fri- 
day. 
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Winter Plagues Drivers, Forces | 
Schulte Into Four-Day Schedule 77 


By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Weather preblems continued to beset 
the Terre Haute area Tuesday with a 
rash of traffic accidents reported as the 
result of light snow and freezing drizzle. 

Meanwhile, the natural gas supply cut- 
back that was forced by the cold 
temperatures caused Schulte High 
School officials to adopt a four-day 
school week. Officials of the Clay Com- 
munity Schools Corp. also continued to 
investigate ways to save on natural gas 
at Brazil High School and Brazil Junior 
High School and a reduced week is 
reportedly one alternative being con- 
sidered there also. 

The weather-related problems have 
plagued the Wabash Valley and the en- 
tire state of Indiana for the past two 
weeks. 

On Tuesday morning the brief snowfall 
made ай area streets and highways 
hazardous once again. 

Numerous "''fender-benders" were 
reported from all area police officials. 

Personal injury accidents were also 
reported in several areas of the city and 
county. 

The Indiana State Police were in- 
vestigating accidents at U.S. 40 and In- 
diana 46 and at Indiana 340 and U.S. 40. 

A personal injury aceident was also 
being checked by the Vigo County Sherit- 
t's Department on Darwin Road at the 
Southlake entrance. 
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VCSD deputies also checked several 
reported problems on the U.S. 40 grade 
west of the Wabash River bridge. 

The Terre Haute Police Department 
teported a personal injury accident at 
Third Street and Maple Avenue and were 
investigating "а few property damage 
reports." 

Meanwhile, the natural gas supply cut- 
back announced recently by Terre Haute 
Gas Corp. for Priority II customers con- 
tinued to cause problems for Schulte 
High School and for schools in Brazil. 


Schulte Principal Mike Turner told 
The TRIBUNE the facility has gone to à 
four-day week and that a three-day week 
may be necessary in the future. At the 
current tirne school is being dismissed 
on Fridays whenever possible. 


In Clay County a special school board 
meeting was slated for Wednesday night 
to consider bids on combination oil and 
gas burners for use in the Brazil High 
School and the Brazil Junior High 
School. 

Officials continued to express a ‘‘deep 
concern about what we will do." 

A spokesman said a reduced week for 
Brazil students had been discussed but 
that he was "пої at liberty" to relate 
details at this time. 

. He said “the decision just has not been 
reached yet.” 

The local gas cutback also affects 
Clinton High School, several schools in 
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the Vigo County School Corporation and 
some 50 industrial and commercial gas 
customers. 

Most customers hit by the cutback 
have alternate fuel available, but some 
industries reportedly may be forced to 
reduce their work weeks. 

The extended cold in Indiana during 
the past two weeks has brought curtail- 
ment of natural gas throughout the state, 
resulting in an estimated 10,000 Hoosiers 
laid off or having work hours cut last 
week. 

Large lay-offs were reported from 
East Chicago, Gary, Lafayette and 
Wabash. Schools in Anderson that had 
been closed for two weeks because of the 
natural gas crisis reopened Monday, but 
Evansville's 36 public schools serving 
33,000 pupils remained closed for the 
12th straight day. 

Indiana Gov. Otis R. Bowen said Mon- 
day curtailments in natural gas “have 
had dramatic adverse impact on the 
area's есопоту.”” 

He appealed to the Federal Power 
Commission to allow Citizens Gas & 
Coke Utility of Indianapolis to buy ad- 
ditional gas. 

“Ап energy emergency exists in In- 
diana," Bowen wrote, “апа residential 
users аге the позі in jeopardy.” He said 
commercial gas users, already “Мей 
white" by energy curtailments, would 
have to be cut back even more to provide 
enough fuel for homes. 
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52 V і i} yi 
By WAYNE PERRY ^ 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Nearly ali roads and highways in the 
Wabash Valley were closed Friday bv 
drifting snow, resulting in continued 
hardship for local residents. 

A winter storm that hit Indiana early 
Friday also caused temperatures to 
nosedive and winds to gust up to 50 miles 
per hour. 

Schools and businesses throughout 
west-central Indiana were closed as the 
result of the poor road conditions and the 
bitter cold. 

The National Weather Service warned 
that “travel is not advised unless іп an 
extreme emergency.” 

The Indiana State Police reported a!l 
roads north of Indiana 36 as closed Fri- 
day. U.S. 41 and Indiana 63 were also 
blocked. 

Nearly all county roads in the Wabash 
Valley were listed as closed by local of- 
ticials. 

“The roads are closing so fast that we 
can't keep track of them,” an Indiana 
State Police official at the Terre Haute 
Post said. 

Motorists throughout the area were 
reported stranded and rescue vehicles 
were having difficulty in reaching some 
areas because of the high drifts, par- 
ticularly in rural regions. 

Temperatures in Terre Haute began 
nosediving as the arctic blast moved 
through the area. The wind chill factor 
at one point reached -55 degrees. 

The National Weather Service 
predicted ‘‘windy and dangerously cold" 
conditions for Friday night with lows 
reaching between -10 and -20. The bitter 
cold is to continue Saturday with a 
chance of snow flurries and highs of zero 
to -5. 

Few accidents were reported in the 
area Friday and traffic was extremely 
light. Blowing snow made visibility near 
zero as the winds ripped snow through 
the atmosphere. 

The Terre Haute Police Department 
reported "people stuck all over town." 
but no serious accidents. 

As noted, ail schools in the area were 
closed, Friday. Classes at Indiana State 
University were dismissed for the day 
and office personnel were sent home at 
noon. Saturday classes at ISU were also 
cancelled. > 

Тһе Vigo County Public Library 
system was Closed Friday and numerous 

meetings and other activties in the 
Wabash Valley were cancelled. 
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Post offices іп the region, meanwhile, 
found real challenge to their mail-must- 
go-through slogan Friday. 

Mail movement was almost non- 
existent after the early hours Friday, ex- 
cept for some being delivered "close in- 


Assistant Terre Haute Postmaster 

, Bob Detrick said no vehicles would be 

put on the road, but some mail would be 
delivered by foot.” 

No rural delivery in the Terre Haute 
area was anticipated and only restricted 
delivery could be expected in Terre 
Haüte. Many area post offices were open 
but had received no mail. 

Local Civil Defense Director Gil 
Leonard reported his office had 
prepared several shelters that would be 
opened for use if and when the need 
arose 

The Wabash Valley Chapter of the 
American Red Cross opened its West 
Terre Haute shelter at the Bethany 
United Church of Christ Two families 
were utilizing the shelter because they 
had reportedly run low on heating fuel. 

National Guard Armories throughout 
the state were opened and prepared to 
ause stranded motorists and residents. 

т Clay County, Sheriff Wayne Lucas 


obtained the cooperation of tull-time 
technicians and equipment from the 
local Indiana Army National Guard unit. 
The sheriff said the Armory in the city 
would be used as a place of shelter for 
any persons or families needing a place 
to stay. 

In another weather-related event, 
Gov. Otis R. Bowen declared a state of 
emergency in Indiana because of short 
energy supplies. 

Terre Haute Gas. Corp. officials said 
the natural gas situation in the Wabash 
Valley area was unchanged. Gas com- 
pany spokesmen did encourage local 
residents ''to conserve fuel in any way 
possible.” 

The Terre Haute Area Chamber of 
Commerce, meanwhile, received a 
telegram from the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States in 
Washington, D.C., urging local Chamber 
members to support legislation that 
wouid provide for emergency natural 
gas purchases and that would phase out 
price controls over new gas. 

Public Service Indiana officials in 
Terre Haute reported no energy 
problems at this time, despite the large 
use of electrical power. 

General Telephone Co. spokesmen 
said “а lot of people stayed home and 
are making unnecessary calls—they're 
clogging up the network. . ." He urged 
customers to limit their calls to ‘‘neces- 
sary calls." 
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Temperatures Well Below Zero 
Compound Area Snow Problems 


By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Sub-zero temperatures hit the Wabash 
Valley early Tuesday, compounding the 
problems caused by a Sunday snowstorm 
that brought the Terre Haute area to a 
state of near paralysis. 

Arctic air sent temperatures well 
below zero in most of Indiana and 
Minois Tuesday, with little relief т 
sight. 

Meanwhile, windy conditions соп- 
tinued to result in blowing and drifting 
snow. Area streets and roads remained 
hazardous Tuesday and numerous 
schools and businesses were forced to 
close for a second day. 

Sunday's snowstorm, termed as the 
“major storm of the winter and one of 
the worst in this decade” by the National 
Weather Service, resulted in about seven 
inches of snow accumulation in the 
Terre Haute area. 

Many transportation routes were im- 
passable Monday and those that were 
open were slick and hazardous. 

By Tuesday interstates in the area 
were clear to slick in spots, main roads 
ranged from clear with slick spots to 
snow covered and secondary roads were 
snow covered with many ciosed due to 
drifting snow. 

The Vigo County Sheriff's Department 
reported numerous cars in ditches in the 
area, but no serious accidents were 
recorded. The Terre Haute Police 
Department provided a similar report 
early Tuesday. 

Indiana State Police officials at the 
Terre Haute Post said traffic was mov- 
ing slowly, with few accidents reported. 

Highway crews have been hampered 
in their snow removal operations as the 
wind blows snow back onto pavements 
as soon as plows clear them. Salt and 
sand seem to be ineffective. 

The National Weather Service, 
meanwhile, has warned of yet another 
problem — frostbite. Officials said wind 
chill factors ranging from 30 to 50 
degrees below zero Tuesday could cause 
“exposed skin . . . (to) freeze. . . ina 
matter of minutes." 

Terre Haute and surreunding com- 
munities, brought to virtual standstills 
on Monday, began to recover gradually 
Tuesday despite the temperatures. 

However, numerous schools and ot- 
fices remained closed due to the poor 
road conditions. 

. Schools closed "Tuesday included the 


Vigo County School Corporation, all 
parochial schools in Terre Haute and the 
indiana State University Laboratory 
School. 

Area public schools closed Tuesday in- 
cluded all those in Clay, Sullivan, Ver- 
million and Owen counties. Other school 
closings were reported from Parke and 
Greene counties in Indiana and Edgar 
and Clark. counties in Winois. 


Closed for à second day Tuesday were 
the Vigo County Public Library, dining 
sites for the West Central Indiana 
Economic Development District's 
Nutrition Program, county and superior 
courts in Vigo County and numerous 
other public and private offices. 

ISU, Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology, the Indiana Vocational 
Technical College (Ivy Tech) and the In- 


diana Business College all were open 
Tuesday. 


Terre Haute city buses also resumed 
operation Tuesday. 

Absenteeism in local businesses was 
reported as above normal on Monday 


Ul PT = Te 
and many local retail establishments 
closed eatly Monday afternoon. 

Residents of Seelyville were without 
water Monday evening when a water 
main, located along U.S. 40, broke and 
interrupted service. Reports were that 
as many as 5,000 people may have been 
affected. Crews worked throughout the 
night. restoring water to many homes by 
Tuesday morning. 

Early Tuesday morning the cold 
temperatures caused an equipment 
problem for Public Service Indiana, 
resulting in a power outage for between 
2.000 and 2,500 PSI customers in the 
southeastern portion of Terre Haute. 
The majority of the service was 
resumed within 15 minutes of the 
original power failure, with nearly all 
customers having electric power again 
within 40 minutes. 

The local forecast is for lows of zero to 
five below Tuesday night, with highs 
Wednesday in the mid-teens. Winds are 
expected to be from 10 to 15 miles per 
hour tonight. A chance of snow flurries 
exists in the area for Tuesday evening. 
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severe Winter Stor 
Blankets Valle 


By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Stat? Writer 


The area's worst storm of the winter 
dumped more than half a foot of snow on 
west-central Indiana and east-central 
Illinois Sunday and early Monday — with 
the promise of an additional one to three 
inches of accumulation by Monday even- 
ing 

Scores of schools and businesses in the 
Wabash Valley were closed Monday as 
the snow left many streets and roads im- 
passable. 

The storm started Sunday morning 
with a light snowfall and grew into a 
blizzard. 

Travel and storm warnings were 
posted through the night in Indiana and 
neighboring states, while the National 
Weather Service issued a blizzard warn- 
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ing Sunday atternoon. 

By Monday morning the Flight Service 
Station at Hulman Field reported a total 
accumulation of seven inches. Forecasts 
were that an additional one to three in- 
ches should be expected before the snow 
diminished to flurries Monday evening. 

Winds gusting up to 35 miles per hour 
were piling up high drifts throughout 
much of the area late Sunday and early 
Monday Strong winds of between 15 and 
25 miles per hour during the day Monday 
were expected to contribute further to 
the drifting problem. 

The Indiana State Police warned that 
major roads and secondary ones were 
snow covered. slick and. in most cases, 
extremely hazardous. Both police and 


weather forecasters "ürged people to 


avoid traveling. 
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Many Streets in Terre Haute and roads 
in Vigo County were blocked by drifting 
snow Monday However. major streets 
and highways in the area were open to 
traffic. 

Despite the hazardous driving condi- 
tions, few accidents were reported in the 
region as the result of the snow Most 
authorities said traffic was extremely 
light and those who were driving were 
"taking their time so that they didn't end 
up in a ditch." 

Both the Indiana State Police and the 
Vigo County Sheriff's Department 
reported a ''quiet night." No accidents 
were reported to either 

"Lots of truckers are out. though." a 
state police spokesman said, ‘‘and there 
wasn't a single jackknife during the 
night." 
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One state police trooper estimated the 
Terre Haule Post had received 200 
telephone calls between midnight and 7 
a.m on Monday from motorists asking 
about road conditions 


Both Terre Haute Regional and Union 
hospitals also reported a quiet night. 
with relatively few persons treated in 
their emergency rooms 


The adverse weather conditions 
resulted in the closing of many area 
schools. colleges, businesses and offices. 
Numerous community meetings were 
also cancelled or postponed 

Closed Monday were ail schoois іл the 
Vigo County School Corporation. all 
paruchia! schools in Terre Haute. the In- 
diana State University Laboratory 
School and the Terre Haute Baptist 
Schoo! Officials were expected to an- 
nounce Monday evening whether schools 
would reopen Tuesday 

Classes at ISU were cancelled Monday 
and registration at St Mary-of-the- 
Woods College was postponed Also 
closed were the Indiana Business 
College and Indiana Vocational 
Technical College (Ivy Tech) 

Rose-Huiman Institute of Technology 
was one of the few learning institutions 
" open Mondav 


Public schools in nearly all counties 
surrounding Vigo were closed Monday 
School closings were reported from 
Clav. Vermillion. Putnam. Parke, 
Sullivan and Greene counties in Indiana 
and from nearby counties in Illinois 

Vigo County courts were not in session 
Monday, although the Vigo County 
Courthouse and Terre Haute City Hall 
were open 

Additional closings included ail 
branches of the Vigo County Public 
Library. the Senior Citizens Nutrition 
Program of the West Central Indiana 
Economie Development District, the 
Social Security Administration Office, 
the Beacon Sheltered Workshop. the 
Childrens Learmng Center numerous 
child care centers and other community 
offices and businesses 

City buses did not run Monday, but 
Hulman Field was open for business and 
all runways were clear 

Southern Indiana was the hardest hit 
by the storm—the state's third major 
snowfall in less than a week 

Snow reports in Hoosier cities in- 
cluded nine inches in the Jeffersonville- 
New Albany area, seven inches at In- 
dianapolis. five at Evansville. two at 
Fort Wayne and five at South Bend 
(bringing the total snow depth there to 20 
inches) 

The storm caused a fatal plane crash 
and was a factor in at least four deaths 
on the state's highways. according to 
authorities. 

The fatal plane crash occurred in 
Carmel. A Beechcraft Bonanza, unable 
toland at Indianapolis International Air- 
port because of heavy snow, suddenly 
went out control and smashed into a 
house. А man in the plane «аз ей. 


Hulman Field Records 
All-Time Low Of 25 
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By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff 

Hoosier utilities reported record de- 
mands Monday as the mercury stayed 
below zero most of the day and Terre 
Haute meteorologists declared an all- 
time low as temperatures plummeted to 
35 below at Hulman Field. 

Authorities at Hulman Field's Flight 
Service Station said Monday's low sur- 
passed last week's low of minus 24 and is 
believed to be the coldest temperature 
recorded here since records were 
started in 1894. 

Locally. the frigid temperatures 
played havoc with many activities and 
several Terre Haute residents com- 
plained of the lack of heat in their 
homes. Terre Haute Gas Company of- 
ficials said many households ex- 
perienced cooler inside temperatures 
because of the "steady drain on natural 
gas supplies." Although local gas sup- 
plies remain plentiful, gas company of- 
ficials have asked Terre Haute gas con- 
sumers to turn their thermostats back to 
68 degrees during the day and 63 degrees 
during the night. А spokesman for Terre 
Haute Gas said temperatures compared 
to a year ago have been about 24 per cent 
colder and consumers should expect an 
increase in their monthly bill because of 
the increase in natural gas use. 

Across the state, natural gas com- 
panies stepped up early curtailments for 
their largest customers, asking in- 
dustries and large commercial concerns 
to keep their buildings Just warm enough 
to prevent damage to their equipment. 

Bill Watt, executive assistant to Gov. 
Otis R. Bowen and energy specialist, 
said there doesn't appear to be supply 
problems except for Indiana Gas Com- 
pany which earlier announced curtail- 
ments. He said the major problems аге 
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“distribution” and are related to exces- 
sive demand placed on gas companies. 

“Тһе priority for gas goes to restden- 
tial users and the federal government re- 
quires utilities gurantee homeowners 
the gas. . but if a supply problem 
develops, to guarantee something you 
don t have is no gurantee, Watt said 

Barges, carrying heating fuel to some 
Indiana dealers, have been stalled in the 
ice-covered Ohio and Mississippi rivers, 
while slick roads and wind-blown snow 
have slowed tankers using the interstate 
svstem in the Midwest. 
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Most 
Sets New Record 
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Terre Haute божы Eskimos began 
digging themselves out of the giant igloo 
that covered most of'the area Tuesday 
as a result of the worst winter storm in a 
1 See Story on page 29. 
decade. but record low temperatures 
hampered early-risers and back-to- 
normal operations. 

More frigid coriditions were predicted 
Wednesday after record lows were es- 
tablished Tuesday. Hulman Field of- 
ficials connected with the National 
Weather Service said Tuesday's -24 
temperature reading shortly after dawn 
set an all-time low for the Terre Haute 
area. 

Records on such data have been kept 
since 1894. High for the day was 8 above 
zero. 

Foreeasts call for more of the same 
Wednesday with possible lows of 10 
below zero in the Terre Haute area, but 
а slow. steady warming trend could push 
the mercury above zero to a possible 
high of 13. 

The warming trend is expected to con- 
tinue Thursday and .eughout the 
weekend and could lead to more snow 
during the weekend. 

According to Indiana State Police 
reports main roads are in fairly good 
driving condition, but several secondary 
and county roads are still ice-covered 
and some have large drifts across them. 

ISP authorities also issued a ''frost 
bite warning" Tuesday, cautioning 
citizens from extended exposure due to 
intense cold. 
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Valley residents escape 
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worst of: 


By CAROLYN "TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Wabash Valley residents can con- 
sider themselves lucky — they only 
received about four inches of snow 
during the weekend, while some parts 
of Indiana got as much as 10 inches as 
the first big storm of 1979 swept 
through the state. 

The southern third of the state was 
hit by sleet and freezing rain, while 
the central portion of Indiana escaped 
the storm’s fury. 

The National Weather Service is 
predicting no additional snow Monday 
and Tuesday, but says there’s a 
chance of more snow Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

For the next couple of days the low 
temperatures will be mainly in the 
teens and highs will range from the 
upper teens to the upper 20s, accord- 
ing to the forecasters. 

State police report that main roads 
in the area are clear, but with some 
slick spots in the driving lane, and 
secondary roads are snow covered 
and slick. 


ner 


Highways were “quite a problem" 
in southern Indiana, through Sunday 
night due to the snow, sleet and 
freezing rain, which forced the block- 
ing of some roads. 

City and county crews went into 
action Sunday to make roads and 
streets safer for motorists. Vigo 
County Highway Superintendent 
Charles Cardinal said trucks were 
sent out Sunday after the snow 
stopped, concentrating on entrances 
to schools and hills. 

All Vigo County schools were open 
Monday. 

Cardinal said that two power lines 

were down near the Green Valley 
Recreation Area, and Public Service 
Indiana was notified Monday morn- 
Ing. 
Also, the West Terre Haute Water 
Works was called to repair a broken 
water line under the Old Paris Road, 
Cardinal reported. ы 

Wayne Stewart of the Terre Haute 
Street Department said city crews 


. cleared the designated snow routes 


Sunday — and were scheduled to 


— is d 


Snowstorm” 


make a second pass over the routes 
early Monday. 

No cars were towed along the 
routes because the necessary signs 
have not yet been posted, Stewart 
said. It will be next winter before the 
signs are installed along the snow 
routes, he noted. 

Icy conditions were responsible for 
several personal injury accidents 
during the weekend, law enforcement 
authorities report. 

A Terre Haute man, Rocky Per- 
relle, 29, 1415 S. Eighth St., remains 
in serious condition in Regional 
Hospital’s intensive care unit with 
injuries suffered when the coal hauler 
he was driving slid out of control on 
ice and crashed through an embank- 
ment of a bridge on Indiana 42 in Clay 
County Saturday evening. 

Perrelle, who was hauling approx- 
imately 100 tons of coal for Amax 
Coal Co., was pinned in the cab of his 
rig for nearly three hours before he 
was removed from the wreckage 
through the help of a bulldozer, crane 
and the ‘‘jaws of life." 


Blizzard hit 
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T JAN 2 5 1979 
By ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writer 
It was а year ago Thursday that the 
Blizzard of '78 hit and though most 
Valley residents need no reminder, 
similar winter conditions have forced 
their way into the area. 

Numerous cancellations and clos- 
ings were reported — including Vigo 
County schools and all Vigo County 


ee eee 
Tips on winter driving, suggestions 


for the use of salt on ice and snow and 
shoppers heed winter storm warning; 
stories on page 5. ' 


Public Library branches — as ісу 
streets and arctic temperatures 
make movement erratic. 

What’s more, conditions are ex- 
pected to worsen. The National 
Weather Service says another winter 
storm is due by Friday night bringing 
at least light snow or freezing rain. 

Road conditions slowed traffic in 
the Valley Wednesday and Thursday 
morning. 

Indiana State Police and Vigo 
| County Sheriff's Department re- 
| ported no accidents resulting in in- 
jury as motorists either drove 
cautiously or stayed off roads. 

The Terre Haute Police Depart- 
ment reported a quiet, night on city 
Streets because many motorists were 
staying inside. 

Few accidents occurred, but of- 
ficers were busy assisting motorists 
free vehicles stuck on the ice, accord- 
ing to a department spokesman. 

А semi-truck and trailer rig jack- 
knifed on Interstate-70 Wednesday 
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night or Thursday morning about 
eight miles east of Terre Haute and at 
least one car was stranded, but no 
injuries were reported. 

County and city street crews — 
armed with sand, salt and cinders — 
continued their assault on slick driv- 
ing conditions, though low tem- 
peratures reportedly cut their effec- 
tiveness. 

The northwestern part of the coun- 
ty where winds brought extensive 
drifting and closed most roads was 
the worst traveling area. Drifts up to 
seven feet were reported. 

One city street had to be closed 


Wednesday when water — after a 
nighttime rain — could not drain, 
flooding the area. Maple Avenue, 
between 25th and Blaine streets, had 
to be closed. 

Worst driving areas in the city 
were all overpasses, hills and some 
heavy intersections such as 19th and 
Poplar streets and 17th and Poplar. 
* We're having to just hand shovel the 
sand on those areas," a street official 
said. "They're just a sheet of ice." 

One casualty, at least for Thurs- 
day, of the slick city street conditions 
was the bus system. A transit author- 
ity spokesman said all bus travel was 


canceled due to the weather. 

Air travel, however, was expected 
to continue, according to Britt Airline 
officials at Hulman Field. Flights had 
to be canceled Wednesday, but all 
systems were go Thursday, a spokes- 
man said. 

At the Vigo County Courthouse 
Wednesday, some workers went 
home early. : 

The Circuit Court ішу іп the 
Geraldine Morse murder trial re- 
ported for duty, but was dismissed 
about 11:30 a.m. following a closed 
hearing, because of the weather. 

The trial continued Thursday. 


REFERENCE 
20 NOT CIRCULATE 


Е к, 
кк 


community Attalre rin 


~ 


920277) il uly Rials File х 


в 726 


Drifting of snow forces 
school closings again 


By ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Drifting of previous snow forced 
local and area school closings Mon- 
day and new snow is expected Tues- 
day as a barrage of winter storms 
continues to hit the Wabash Valley. 

County highway department of- 
ficials said all roadways had been 
cleared Sunday, but high winds closed 
most roads in the northwest and 
northeast sections Monday morning. 

“The wind’s just filling them in as 
fast as we get lane open,” a county 
spokesman said. “We've got two 
(bull) dozers out there, but it’s a 
losing battle." 

In addition, the county official said 
Salt and sand supplies are out. “Мете 
using cinders now,” he remarked. 
“And it is just as good or better. 
We've been waiting for a month for 
more salt." 

City street conditions were termed 
"still touchy" by а department 
spokesman. У 

“Full crews were ош Satirday 
morning and we had two standby 
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crews out Saturday night,’’ he said. 
"Ме were out all day Sunday and had 
the standby crews here Sunday 
night." 

Full crews were out Monday as 
well, he said. 

All city streets are now open and 
supplies are said to be adequate for 
now. 

A tragedy due to cold weather was 
reported Sunday as a 81-year-old ru- 
ral Sullivan man apparently died 
from exposure to freezing tem- 
peratures. 

Zollie D. Walters of Route 3, Sul- 
livan, who was visiting his daughter 
at Route 23, Terre Haute, was pro- 
nounced dead on arrival at Terre 
Haute Regional Hospital Sunday 
morning. State police reportedly 
found the victim lying in snow along 
Bono Road, a quarter mile north of 
Stuckey Road. 

Police said Walters apparently 
walked out of his house, fell and was 
unable to get up. 

Walters' funeral arrangements are 
on page 2. 


Problems 
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Another Winter Storm Hits Area; 


INO EASY RYDER — Large trucks found driving conditions treacherous remained extremely slick due to ice and snow, police said. Snow was 
Thursday as evidenced by this Ryder semi. The truck was one of many expected to end Thursday night, but high winds could cause drifting Friday. 
vehicles which failed to climb a U.S. 41 north of Hulman Street. Local streets (Star Photo: Kadel) 
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у Thursday’s snow accounted for, as 
could have been predicted, sevetal 
automobile accidents and some busi- 
ness slowdowns, but most local public 
agency officials don’t anticipate se- 
vere problems because of the weath- 
er. 

Indiana State Police and the Vigo 
County Sheriff's Department re- 
ported several accidents, especially 
near the intersection of Fruitridge 
and Wabash avenues. 

Vigo County schools were not dis- 
missed early Thursday, and, as of 
late Thursday afternoon, no decision 
had been nade about whether to 
cancel classes Friday. А VCSC 
spokesman said the decision probably 
will be made after the bus routes 
have been inspected early Friday 
morning. 

Hulmam Field Director Ian John- 
ston said air field crews worked about 
eight hours Thursday clearing the 
snow, and it was estimated another 
eight hours work would be needed 
after snow had stopped falling. 

No problems were reported by Pub- 
lic Service Indiana Western Division 
Vice President Bill Price, who said 
the snow hadn't been building up or 
lines. He said, "Everything looks 
good so far." 
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bruary is gone — and зобі riddance 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 


February continued to be a good 
example of the vitality of the current 
winter. Along with the cold we had 
the related snow, sleet, hail, wind, 
cloudiness and fog, to accent the 
conditions of winter. It was an un- 
comfortable month for most every- 
one and most еуегуопе is glad to see 
it a part of the past. 

The conditions of February re- 
vealed the close relationship that 
existed between snow cover and fog, 
for the fog would probably not have 
been as abundant without the snow. 
And the snow might not have lasted 
as long if the sun had been able to 
break through the abundance of 
clouds and fog. We had a complete 
month of snow cover. 

February averaged 22.1 degrees 
Fahrenheit or nearly 10 below normal 
for Terre Haute and just slightly 
warmer than lastyear. It still leaves 
us with the second or third coldest 
February on record. At the station on 
the roof of the Science Building at 
Indiana State University the high 
temperature of the month was 52 
degrees Fahrenheit and the low was 
-8 degrees. 

It should be noted that when you 
utilize statistics at a down-town sta- 
tion they can be expected to be higher 


than at a station in the suburbs. This _ 


report is based upon the statistics of 
one station and reflects activity at 
that station. There may be as much 
as 10 to 12 degrees difference between 
a country station and an urban sta- 
tion. Thus, some reports indicate a 
low of as much as -18 degrees for the 
county. 
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Degree days accumulated for Feb- 
zuary were 1,200, and only 25 fewer 
than the 1,225 of a year ago and 
‘approximately 300 more than average 
— а fact that didn’t help our con- 
servation of energy. 

Precipitation amounted to 2.32 in- 
ches or just above normal. It would 
have been normal except for the .18- 
inch that fell on the last day of the 
month. The station measured be- 
tween 17 and 19 inches of snow for the 
month. With the rain and snow we had 
associated cloudiness and 16 days 
were classed as overcast. Only seven 
were classified as clear. Solar energy 
users had challenging times with so 
much eloudiness. 

February was a good month to 
recognize the fact that a snow cover 
disappearing slowly helps to prevent 
floods. Snow melting excessively fast 
in a rain storm creates drainage 
problems and contributes to early 
spring floods.,It could have been 
much .worse. 

All in all, February was a hazard- 
ous month with a challenge for all. 
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One shouldn’t feel, however, that we 
аге now in spring. The famed 
Blizzard of ‘88 hit New York on 
March 11, unexpectedly of course, 
аһа exceeded anything we have had 
here the past two winters. For the 
first time in recent years the weath- 
erman and climatologist make a wor- 
thy mark. Climatology plyaed a big 
role in the recent Chicago election. To 
айз further interest to the art of the 
science is a novel, “Weather Wars”, 
in paperback, It is an intriguing story 
of manipulated weather going beyond 
clcud seeding and hail suppression. It 
is fascinating to read. It makes our 
war and peace with the weather 
infinitely miniscule. 

The normal three-month winter 
quarter, so far, has had an average 
temperature of 24 degrees Farenhcit, 
compared to the previous winter of 
5.6 degrees. This year, heating degree 
days were 3,640 for the quarter, com- 
pared to 3,741 for the previous winter. 
The precipitation for current winter 
was 8.30 inches, compared to last 
winter's 11.67: 
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Moulton’s climate 
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April, a fooler 
MAY 2 ‹ 
! By DR. BENJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 

April in the perception of many was 
a cool, wet month. Therein rests a 
problem for the workers dealing with 
weather statistics, for they find that 
people perceive weather for an inci- 
dent or a day or two and draw hearty 
conclusions. 

In reality April was a nearly nor- 
mal month in temperature and pre- 
cipitation. The month averaged 54.1 
degree Farenheit compared to a nor- 
mal of 53.4 degrees. There was a high 
of 80 degree and a low of 30. Neither 
of these broke any records. 

However the last part of April was 
warmer than average. From the 1ith 
on the temperatures averaged above 
normal and, except for one night, the 
low temperatures were above the 
threshold temperature for plant 
growth, namely 42 degrees. Indeed 
the month, particularly the latter 
(part), turned out quite mild — but 
the earlier part, the first 10 days, 
were certainly cool to cold. 

Precipitation was about one inch 
above normal with an accumulation 
of 3.86 inches. This was near the 
average of 3.84 inches. April has had 
a record of 10.57 inches and at least 20 
percent of our Aprils have had above 
six inches. The April of 1979 had 12 
days of rain with six days of those | 
rains coming in the last third of the 
month, but rain came to start the 
month and the rainiest day, 1.30 
inches came on the 11th of the month 
with the second rainiest day the 8th 
with .82 of an inch. Nine days, from 
the 14th to the 23rd had no rain 
recorded. (By U.S. Weather Bureau 
standards, a drouth). 

April showers should bring May 
flowers — but also cloudiness — and 
indeed two-thirds of the month had 
partially or totally cloudy days. The 
last part of April had five days of 
total cloud cover. This fact alone 
leaves à strong impression on individ- 
uals. | "7 

> People like to sometimes com- 
>, meserate about the things they don’t | 
Llr 7 


like about the weather. No, no’s — if 
we had our 'druthers — are: 


Фр 1. No rain оп weekends. 


2» 2. No rain оп Memorial Day (the 


же НА 
500 дау). | omisit Attairs Н 
Ф, 3. № frost after April 15 or before C у 
© of, Nov. 15. 4 
» ^ 4. No rain on a wedding day you 
te " plan to attend. 2 
4, bp 
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Mgy,, weather fi igures reviewed. 


May was an energy-saving month | 
even though the temperature reached 
90 degrees during the second week, 
informs Dr. Benjamin Moulton of the 
Indiana State University Climatic 
Station. 

Preceding and succeeding that pe- 
riod, this area experienced ideal 
spring weather of warm days and 
some very cool nights when tem- 
peratures hit the low 40s’ and in 


A ing districts the high 30s, it was 


oted. 

The month of May was also dry as 
the rainfall of 2.46 inches was short of 
the normal 4.65 of measurable pre- 
cipitation. 

There were seven cloudy days, 19 
clear days and five partly cloudy 
days. Only eight days averaged above 
70 degrees Farenheit, indicated 
Moulton. 
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By Dr. BENJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 
“Мау of 1979 was a month of comfort 
for most. A hot spell the second week 
when the-temperature reached 90 
degrées was the nearest to summer 
weathar this year and preceding and 
succeeding that period was ideal 
spring Weather of warm days and 
some very cool nights especially in 
the first and last weeks when tem- 
peratures hit the low 40s and in out 

lying districts the high 30s. 

The diurnal range such as on the 
29th when the day reached 88 degrees 
Fahrenheit and the night tem- 
perature dropped to 54 degrees was 
an energizing experience. That drop 
of 34 degrees is far beyond the magi- 
cal 20 degrees which represents the 
level at which we pay attention to the 
change that is taking place. 

Twenty-one days of May were those 
in which the daily range was more 
than 20 degrees. In addition to being 
noticeable to the physiological sys- 
tem it also implies the condition 
possible for dew and frost (if below 32 
degrees Е) and ground fog, each of 
which we had. !t implies clear skies 
and maximum loss of heat by radi- 
ation and usually high pressure air 
masses. 

May was not a month for many to 
use air conditioning. If the conditions 
were such as our house, the air 


, conditioning was not needed in May, 


a saving of energy. This is surprising 
because the average cooling days 
figure for May is 19, and we had 40. 
However the distribution of these 
energy days was such that they never 
really piled up in succession. One day 
had 10, but the remainder were dis- 
tribued a few at a time. 

The month of May was also dry 
with four rainy periods, widely dis- 
persed showers of varying intensities 
and culminating in 2.46 inches of 
precipitation compared to a normal 
for May of 4.65 inches. The raihest 
period of the month was from the 11th 
to the 14th when approximately half 
the rainfall of May fell. The bulk of 
the remainder occurred on the 26th. 

There were several long periods of 
no rain at all. Soils of a light type or 
sandy soil dried out rapidly and soil 
moisture became а probiem. If dry- 
ness continues it will be most un- 
fortunate for agriculture. There were 


seven cloudy days, 19 clear days and 


five partly cloudy days. Only eight 
days averaged above 70 degrees F 
И was a warm, pleasant Мау А 


highly successful grade could be giv- 


en May since no significant rain 
occurred Indy 500 day. 
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July 1979 


Ву Dr. BENJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 

Who needs July? After suffering 
through the adversities of July this 
year we might hope to forget it. It did 
provide a time to celebrate Independ- 
ence Day and fill the space between 
June and August but for many it has 
been disastrous. Even the prospect 
for a silver lining in the clouds left 
most unhappy in parts of Southern 
Indiana. The key to all this is ex- 
cessive precipitation. 

Rainfall, or more conclusively, 
precipitation, occurred іп record 
breaking situations. Academically, 
rainfall is expressed in accumulated 
amounts over periods of observation 
days or months, etc. We normally 
report rainfall by the months and 
years and in Indiana 40 inches of 
rainfall reasonably spread out 
throughout the year satisfies most of 
our needs. In 1957 Terre Haute re- 
ceived 63.34 inches and in 1976 only 
28.13 inches. 

Using July as a comparison base, in 
1901, 46 inches fell but in 1958 12.58 
inches occurred. Thus a wider range 
of precipitation amount occurs in 
monthly statistics than in annual 
amounts. July rainfall is far less 
reliable than the annual rainfall. This 
July, 1979, 11.12 inches is the second 
highest recorded amount since 1892, 
The annual and the monthly statistics 
are easy to gather and record from a 
station and eventually to be added to 
the climatic history. 

Taking precipitation опе step 
further we move into amounts that 
accumulate from one storm, one day, 
or from one shower or cloudburst. 
These records are reported, often 


gets 50 


y 


unofficially, but these accumulated 
numbers indicate these are the re- 
cords that reveal the true hazards of 
precipitation or excessive rainfall in 
short periods of time. We may have in 
this year nearly equalled or sur- 
passed these records. There is a 
record rainfall in climatic history of 
1.34 inches in five minutes (a station 
in Florida). 

In Indiana this past month we 
probably received 1 inch in 20 minutes 
or 1.3 inches in half an hour. Terre 
Haute has a record of 1 inch (July 
1915) in five minutes and a record of 
2 inches in 30 minutes (August 1938). 
There also is a record 3 inches per 
hour for Terre Haute. This record is 
a measure of intensity of rainfall. 
Such records are best taken from 
recording rainfall devices on time 
clocks, and thus limits the number of 
such records to stations where such 
instruments are in use. Until official 
records become available we might 
well assume July, 1979, had periods of 
near record or record breaking in- 
tensity. 

Daily rainfalls become another sig- 
nificant feature of the climatic pat- 
terns. Here in Terre Haute we might 
expect a five-inch rainfall in a day (24 
hours) once every 80 years, or a 
potential seven inch rainfall once in 
about 120 years. 

Princeton holds the record, cur- 
rently, of 10.5 inches in 1906. Again it 
appears that this record may have 
been broken as a result of July rain- 
fall, although the records as of now 
are unofficial. In Terre Haute we had 
two 24-hour periods in July of four 
inches each period but the 24-Hour 
period covered parts of two calendar 
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days. The U.S. record of 23.22 inche: 
(New Smyrna, Fla.) in 24 hours may 
have been broken this year with a 
report of 26 inches and 28 inches in a 
couple of Texas stations. Thus July 
has been a record breaking month. 

In all the stories of excessive rain- 
fall in our nation's climatic history: 
the most of them are associated with 
tropical storms and summer frontal 
thunderstorms or the related after- 
math of such storms. July also shows 
again that excessive climatic hazards 
result in losses, usually to small 
areas, and create great hardships on 
a few. This applies to rain, hail, snow, 
blizzards, tornadoes and other 
climatic incidents. Unfortunately, we 
quickly forget the incident and fail to 
prepare for the next bout. People may 
be optimistic but the weather has no 
emotions. 

Temperature-wise July was nor- 
mal with an average of 75.4 degrees 
Fahrenheit compared to a norm of 
75.9, with six days 90 degrees or above 
and a high of 95 degrees. The low for 
the month was 53 degrees Fahrenheit. 
There were nine clear days and the 
remainder almost all cloudy. There 
were eight successive days in which 
rainfall occurred. 

July was a once-in-a-century ex- 
perience? й 


August added to | disco 


By Dr. BENJAMIN Mott fox 9 1949: three months clus’ 


ISU Climatic Station 

August added to the discomfort of 
summer with record breaking pre- 
cipitation and fairly high tem- 
peratures. Following the wet July 
most would hope there could be less 
in August but not so. | 

August began with rain and ended 
with rain and copious quantities in 
between. 

The record indicates that it was 
perhaps the third rainiest August on 
record since 1895, the record being 
10.03” in August, 1938. This August 
received 8.62." 

AS a result of the heavy August 
rainfall we have had the wettest 
three-month-summer rainfall on re- 
cord. The three months are normally 
considered summer but the actual 
dates of summer do not correspond to 
calendar months. It may be the wet- 
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er of any in 
any season. 

The heat of August may have 
seemed offensive, but in reality it 
was near normal. The average of 75.9 
degree farenheit was less than a 
degree above the long time average 
of 74.2 degree farenheit. 

The days however were charac- 
terized by considerable warmth since 
26 days had temperature highs of 80 
degrees farenheit or better. And, 
although the lowest was 48 degrees 
farenheit, there were few days that 
experienced more than 20 degrees 
farenheit difference between day and 
night. 

For human comfort, if there isn't 
more than a 20 degree range, the 
experience is one of no relief but 
monotony of temperature. Thus, 
August was more oppressive than 
perhaps many tropical environments. 


/ 


mfort 


"fh the tropics, the daily range is 
usually more than 20 degrees and, 
this August in Terre Haute, our daily 
range only reached this extent on 
three days. 

We can explain our heavy rainfall 
by the dominance of extra-tropical 
hurricanes this summer. Although 
they have not been numerous they 
have been strong in exerting their 
influence in bringing moisture from 
the Gulf of Mexico, or causing stagna- 
tion of air masses over us to bring 
about repeated rainfall from storms 
that would normally move on. We 
still have these conditions affecting 
September. 

As a consequence of August clouds, 
only 11 clear days occurred. The 
remainder were either partly cloudy 
or cloudy. So August ended up more 
like a tropical monsoon instead of 
dying out summer. 


By DR. BENJAMIN 
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‚ September was a com- 
_fortable month. 


‘Just to say it was a’ 
comfortable month is not 
enough. September was a' 
comfortable month 
because it was not a hot 
Summer month nor a 
cold winter month. 


The uncomfortable 
things of wind chill, ex- 
cessive wetness, high 
temperatures, cloudiness 
or lack of sunshine did 
not prevail. It perhaps 
was comfortable because 
it didn’t provide many 
stresses or fears for us. 
$ Fog in the early morn- 
ing hours possibly pro- 
vided the greatest threat 
to safety. 


For the farmer іне! 
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month was dry and sunny | 


and good weather for 
| crops. 

“ For the many who 
work hard five days for 
the weekend found every 
weekend delightful. 
| The average tem- 
perature for September 
Маз 69.6 degrees 


о 


September 


| Fahrenheit and the low: 


‘was 46 degrees. 


| № daily records were | 
"broken and nearly every | 


(Боз was below 70 
‘degrees with only the 
‘first two days above 70 
“degrees. Even with this, 
“Шеге were only 10 cool- 
ling days and 20 heating, 
(days. Along with е 


x 
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was а ‘cémfortable month’ because... 


pleasant temperatures 
were 24 sunny days, four 
partly cloudy days and 
only two overcast days. 

With all the clear days, 
precipitation was largely 
absent. Precipitation 


amounted to .77 inches 
and fell on only four 
days. 

Normal September 
precipitation is 3.16 in- 
ches and thus this Sep- 
tember was. one of the 


driest September's on re- most fortunate in not re- 
cord. ceiving follow-up rains. 

Only five September’s from the tropical storms | 
have been drier in the that have pl 


past 85 years; one of a 
backlash. It wc 


which was last year. E 
unusual to have such pre- 


Much of Indiana was 


Such р 
cipitation but the storms 
went eastward оп а more 
southerly route. 
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By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 

November is usually a Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde month. It partly re- 
veals the best of fall with warm, 
pleasant days and cool nights, and it 
causes us to wonder if this is really 
November. 

We had those times just before 
Thanksgiving. But the worst of the 
month, the times that put the fear of 
winter in us, came the last few days 
of the month, with icy roads, cold 
temperatures, snow flurries and chlly 
winds. 

The high temperature for the 
month was 68 degrees Е. (three days 
in a row) which occurred Nov. 17, 18 
and 19. The low of the month, 23 
degrees, occurred on the 12th, 14th 
and 18th. 

However, when the cold and warm 
days are all added in to the remainder 
of the month the average of 42.8 
degrees is just about the norm of 42 
for November. The same fact is 
reflected in the 667 heating degree 
days compared to the average of 586. 
Toward the end of the month six days 
averaged below freezing. 

November had nearly normal pre- 
cipitation. Where November normal- 
ly averages 3.12 we received 3.32 
inches. Again, the precipitation 
came, as did the cold, toward month's 
end. There were twelve days in which 
precipitation fell. One day had over 
an inch of rainfall when 1.19 inches 
fell on the 25th. In our latitude, as 
winter progresses, so does cloudiness 
increase and indeed there were only 
eight clear days and 10 completely 
cloudy days. 


n; Novem ber was 
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а Jekyll & Hyde 


month 


This was almost the opposite of the 
clear weather the previous month. 
Winds were outstanding for they were 
almost entirely from the west at an 
average of up to 16 mph. 

Thus, wind chill factors came in 
play to further warn us about ap- 
proaching winter. Winter knocks 
several times on the door before 
breaking in and there is usually time 
to prepare for it. 

Who is ever prepared for winter? 
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The weather is an unfailing topic of 
conversation, but is it true (as senior 
citizens say) that our weather is 
changing from what it was when they 
were young? 

Going back to 1820, the Wabash 
River became remarkably low. 'The 
wells were all dried up, and general 
sickness prevailed. А so-called 
pestilential miasma visited every 
family. - 

The general healil; of Terre Haute 
received such a severe blow from this 
visitation -(Malarial mosquitos?), 
that it did not recover from it for 
several years. Conditions couldn’t 
become better until the marshes of 
Lost Creek were drained in 1837. 

This creek, previous to being 
drained, had washed down апа 
saturated the prairie east and south 


of town, creating an immense morass 
covering several hundred acres, 
without any outlet except by absorp- 
tion and evaporation: It was, 
however, drained, and the evil was 
effectively removed. One old pioneer 
told when he first came to Terre 
Haute he could almost swim his horse 
across the lower ground southeast of 
Strawberry Hill. 
Water Everywhere 

The spring and summer of 1822 in 
Indiana were exceptionally wet, and 
the newcomers to the state, those 
hardy settlers меге sad and 
disheartened...with water all around 
them and mud everywhere beneath 
them. : 

Local citizens were fearful of the 
great comet of 1843 also. Some ге- 
garded it as a ''judgement," апа) 


believed that the earth would be 
destroyed by its influence. The ex- 
tremely cold and backward spring of 
1843 was attributed to the fact that 


this comet absorbed the sun's heat.| 


More recently, the atomic bomb tests 
and orbiting space ships have been 
blamed for all the bad weather. 

A terrible wind storm passed over; 
the city early in 1845, doing much! 
damage to trees, fences and out-| 
houses. At the close of 1851, the: 
weather was said to have been the! 
coldest ever experienced by the! 
oldest inhabitants. The mercury fell 
to 14 degrees below zero. On Jan.17, 
1977, the all-time low of 25 below zero 
was reached. 

. In April, 1353, there was a fearful 
storm resulting in much damage, but 
the principal loss fell on the Con- 


gregational Church which was nearly 
destroyed. It had been built in 1836-37. 
5% Local Tornadoes 

This section of the country has 
occasionally been visited by 
tornadoes, but.they have seldom pro- 
ved as destructive here as they have 
in other localities. 

On April 16, 1860, a terrific tornado 
passed over the south part of the city 
and was very destructive. The large 
engine house of the Evansville and 
Crawfordsville Railroad was entirely 
destroyed. A German named Kuhardt | 
was killed instantly. Pieces of timber | 
and bricks were blown against and, 
through other houses. Two passenger | 
and one baggage car on the railroad 
tracks were overturned ру the high 
winds. 

Hagar's Ice House was un-roofed. 


The candle factory was demolished, 
and many houses were either wholly 
or partially un-roofed. The Catholic! 
Church lost its belfry. Several, 
persons were severely injured and а. 
great number of trees were blown 
down. 

Another tornado-passed over the 
city on the afternoon of July 30, 1872. 
Again many hundreds of trees were 
blown down, much valuable property 
was destroyed and sore lives lost. 

Terre Haute's location on high land 
above the river level has fortunately 
placed the city out of reach of floods. 
Тһе bottom lands in this vicinity have 


always been plagued by destructive 
floods, when the water has reached 50 
feet above low water mark. 

The heaviest of these so-called 
freshets occurred in 1834, when all the 
grain was lost; in 1844, when ever- 
ything was swept away; again in 1851; 
by June 15, all was lost; again in 1858, 
the river was said to have been higher 
than ever before; in 1862 the high 
water came in February and cattie 
were drowned, then in 1869, no crops 
were raised on bottom land. 

So you see, we have always had 
weather (one kind or another) іт 
Terre Haute. з 4 


Being Prepared For $ Storn 
Key To Surviva 


Editor’s Note; The following arti- 
cle has been prepared by the Vigo 
County Office of Civil Defense and is 
published as a community service to 
readers of The Star. 


Winter storms kill persistently — 
from year to year — by both direct 
and indirect means. Attributable 
deaths come from automobile acci- 
dents, overexertion, exhaustion and 
consequent fatal heart attack, ex- 
posure and fatal freezing as well as 

ome fires, carbon monoxide poison- 

ing in stalled cars, falls on slippery 
walks and electrocution from fallen 
power lines. 

The first step in winter prepared- 
'ness is keeping informed on weather 
conditions. Listen to radio stations, 
Weather Service Radio or television 
stations to keep informed of current 
forecasts in this area. Even a few 
hours’ warning may enable you to 
avoid being caught outside in a severe 
storm or better prepared to cope with 
it in your home. 

The terms ‘‘watch” or “warning” 
are used for winter storms, as for 
other natural hazards. А “watch” 
means severe winter weather condi- 
tions may effect our area. Keep 
listening for advisories and begin 
precautionary measures. А "магп- 
ing" means severe winter conditions 
are imminent and immediate action 
Should be taken to protect life and 
property. 

А “blizzard” is the most dangerous 
of all winter storms. It combines cold 
air, heavy snow and strong winds that 
blow the snow about and may reduce 


visibility to only a few yards. A 
"blizzard warning" is issued when 
the Weather Service expects a con- 
siderable accumulation of falling 
and/or blowing snow with winds of 35 
miles per hour or more. А "5еуеге 
blizzard" warning means that a con- 
siderable accumulation of falling 
and/or blowing snow is expected with 
winds of at least 45 miles an hour and 
temperatures of 10 degrees Farenheit 
or lower. 

A “heavy snow" warning usually 
means an expected snowfall of four 
inches or more in an 12-hour period. 
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üring Winter 


or six inches or more in an 24-hour 
period. 


*"Traveler's advisories” are issued 
to indicate that snow, sleet and freez- 
ing rain or drizzle will make driving 
difficult. 


"Ice storm’’ is the term used to 
describe freezing rain or drizzle when 
a substantial glaze layer ac- 
cumulates. Sidewalks, streets and 
highways become extremely 
hazardous to pedestrians and 
motorists, more than 85 percent of 
ice-storm deaths are traffic related. 


Designated Snow Routes 


SNOW ROUTES 
Sixth Street 
Seventh Street 
Eighth Street 
Ninth Street 

lith Street 

13th Street 

25th Street 
Fruitridge Avenue 
Margaret Avenue 
Idaho Street 
Hulman Street 
College Avenue 
Farrington Street 
Poplar Street 
Ohio Street 
Cherry Street 
Locust Street 
Eighth Avenue 
Fort Harrison Road 
Lafayette Avenue 
Hospital Road 
Maple Avenue 


FROM 


Ohio Street 
Ohio Street 


Indiana 63 


Third Street 
Third Street 
Third Street 
Third Street 
First Street 
First Street 
Third Street 
Third Street 
U.S. 41 

Third Street 


Third Street 


College Avenue 
Margaret Avenue 
McKeen Street 


Margaret Avenue 
Margaret Avenue 
Margaret Avenue 


Seventh Street 


Davis Avenue 


TO 

Poplar Street 
Maple Avenue 
Hulman Street 
Cherry Street 
Wabash Avenue 
Haythorne Avenue 
Haythorne Avenue 
Haythorne Avenue 
Fruitridge Avenue 
Eighth Street 
Paul Dresser Drive 
Fruitridge Avenue 
Sixth Street 
Dobbs Park Entrance 
13th Street 

Ninth Street 

25th Street, 

13th Street 
Fruitridge Avenue 
Haythorne Avenue 
Seventh Street 
Fruitridge Avenue 
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Dis Led Plan 


By J. BLAINE а” US Bes mu" òf not only the government 


Star Staff Writer 

Anticipating the probabilities of 
severe weather, local government of- 
ficials Thursday announced plans 
they will use in the case of emergen- 
cies and disasters this winter. 

Terre Haute Mayor Pete Chalos 
and Vigo County Commissioner John 
Scott jointly proclaimed the week of 
Jan. 21 as Winter Preparedness Week 
and emphasized the threat of winter 
weather to local lives and property. 

The two government leaders said in 
the proclamation, “Уве no lives 
have been lost so far, it seems proper 
the .city and county governments 
Should remind the people to prepare 
for severe weather and to take every 
precaution to safeguard their lives 
and their property.” 


Preparation And Snow Route Map 
See P.12 For Details 


Vigo County Civil Defense Director 
Gil Leonard said various governmen- 
tal agencies have joined with local 
industrialists, businessmen and 
citizenry to organize efforts in handl- 
ing winter emergencies. Leonard said 
his office during Winter Prepared- 
ness Week will provide news releases 
on tips for winter weather emergen- 
cies and on Jan. 24 а disaster exercise 
will be conducted locally by the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 

Leonard said the city-county com- 
prehensive disaster plan utilizes the 


sector of the community, but also 
from business, industry, educational 
and religious sectors. 

According to C. Ross Hedges, ex- 
ecutive director of the Terre Haute 
Area Chamber of Commerce, busi- 
nesses and industries have been asked 
to provide heavy equipment and man- 
power in the case of emergencies. 

“We need to act as a united-com- 
munity. We encourage private 
citizens, businesses and industries to 
contact the Chamber of Commerce if 
they have heavy equipment which 
could be used in the case of an 
emergency," Hedges said. 

Chalos, Street Commissioner Dave 
Bütts and Sgt. Larry Shope of the 
traffic division of the Terre Haute 
Police Department discussed city 
snow routes (see page 12). Chalos 
said on Nov. 22, 1978, the Board of 
Public Works adopted a resolution 
establishing snow routes and 
authorizing emergency rules and pro- 
cedures for snow emergencies. 

Butts said when a snow emergency 
is declared by the mayor, then all 
motorists will be ordered to remove. 
their vehicles from all designated 
snow routes. АП parking will be: 
banned until the emergency condition 
has been alleviated. . | 

Shope said motorists will have until 
three hours after the emergency is 
declared to remove their vehicles. ` 
The police department will tow all. 
vehicles parked on snow routes, 
Shope said. 
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Honey black lines designate emergency snow routes. See ані оп page З 
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kind to Terre 


Most Terre Haute and Vigo 
County residents consider 
themselves lucky concerning the 
weather so far this winter. 


‚ Ме are not gullible enough 
however to think we will continue 
to be spared the heavy snow 
Storms, ice and extreme cold. 


The winters of 1977, 1978 and 
1979 gave us examples of what 
extremely bad weather can do to 
a community. 


It is refreshing, however, at this 
time to learn of preparations 
being made within Terre Haute 
and Vigo County to lessen the 
hazards and ill effects resulting 
from sub-zero weather and heavy 
snow storms and blizzards. 


We applaud preparations now 
being made by city, county, state, 
federal officials, civil defense, the 
Terre Haute Area Chamber of 
Commerce, individual owners of 
equipment that can be used for 
snow removal, private business 


and certainly citizen volunteers. 


Snow routes, started by the 


Community Affairs File 


fa as been 
i s JAN 13 1980 
ute 


(Солуп! Affair Fla, now 


adequately marked, have been 
published by both The Star and 
The TRIBUNE, along with in- 
structions as to method of opera- 
tion. 


The week of January 21st has 
been designated by city and coun- 
ty officials as Winter Prepared- 
néss Week. 


We strongly urge citizen sup- 
port for all these- actions that 
probably will save lives and in- 
jury within the city and county 
area. Blizzard 1978, or 24 degrees 
below zero as was experienced 
here not too long ago are possible 
again. Most citizens can re- 
member those miserable and con- 
fining days caused by winter 
storms in previous years. 


The news media in general 
(newspapers, television and 
radio), are reporting many 
helpful hints and guides to help 
citizens during cold weather 
periods with hopes that they will 
be helpful to citizens. 
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Warm 
By DR. BENJAMIN; 


MOULTON 
ISU Climatic ve Yin 
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the warmest Decembers 
in the past decade. There 
was а low of 7 degrees 
Fahrenheit on Dec. 17 
and a high of 64 degrees 
on Dec. 11. but no records 
were broken. Tem- 
peratures averaged 37.7 
degrees for the month. 


There were generally 
warm days and cool 
nights. 


Not only was it a mild 
December, but it was a 
dry one, and snowless — 
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Decemb 
among the 20 driest and 
in the 10 percent of the 


years without snow in 
December. 


Most of the precipita- 
tion was received on four 
successive days. The 
total precipitation for the 
month was 1.4 inches 
compared to the average 
of 2.41 inches. 


In spite of the little 
rainfall, the weather was 
not always sunny — 16 
days were partly cloudy 
and three were cloudy. 
No cloudless days oc- 
curred. 

Those interested in 
energy problems could 


“Lomimuniiy Aitas Рно 


r — 50 years of cooling Yao та. 


be happy with the low 
number of degree day 
units accumulated. 


There were 862 degree 
days compared to 915 last 
year and about 200 less 
than we might normally 
expect. This is more 
evidence of our warm 
December. 


Since December was 
the last month of the 
decade, a few comments 
could be made: 

The decade was colder 
than an earlier decade by 
Several degrees and the 
previous 10-уеаг period 
was colder than decades 
preceeding it. 


The mean for the 1970s 
was 51.8 degrees and the 
mean for the previous 
decade was 52.1 degrees. 


Significantly, the 
winter periods offered 
even greater contrasts 
with the winters of the 
‘70s averaging 31.8 
degrees and winters of 
the earlier decade 
averaging 35.93 degrees. 

During the 10 years 
just past, five winters 
were above average, but 
live were below — and 
with one a record-break- 
ing winter. 


The winters in the past 
decade were generally 


colder than a decade 
earlier. 

And, the summers also 
were cooler. The past de- 
cade of summers 
averaged 73.3 degrees 
compared to the earlier 
decade of 74.3 degrees. 


Collectively, our years 
— summers and winters 
— have been cooler by 
one to three degrees. 


These conclusions 
have been based on the 
past two decades. 
However a study of the 
two decades from 1930 to 
1950 supports the same 
conclusions as for the 


past two decades — sum- 
mers and winters are 
cooler and we have had 
nearly 50 years of slow 
cooling. 

The accumulted record 


of the "705 also reveals 


our catastrpophic and 
cataclysmic problems — 
tornadoes, winds, floods 
and blizzards. With the 
floods of 1973 and 1979 
and the blizzards of 
1977-78 and 1976-77 we 
have had all the hazards 
except drought — 
although, we did have 
one excessively dry 
period in 1976 of several 
months in length. 
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January was 'different' 


By Dr. BENJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 

After the experiences of the past 
two years most of us were geared up 
for another “winter.” January was 
different. It seemed as theugh it was 
never going to get really cold and 
cettainly it was snowless. The re- 
cords show, it was not unusual to 
have a January that mild and that 
snowless. 

Our average snowfall for winter is 
13.5 inches and our average for 
January is 5.3 inches, so this past 
January was below average. If we 
look ahead and read the future in the 
light of the past it is almost im- 
possible to cateh up and have an 
above average amount of snowfall. 
The maximum ever recorded іп 
February was 6.5 inches and the 
maximum for March was 13.9 inches. 
The later the snowfall the shorter the 
time it will stay on the ground. 

January averaged 29.5 degrees 
Farenheit compared to normal of 28.7 
degrees. However except for the last 
few days of the month January ap- 
peared to be about five degrees 
warmer than average. The last few 
days brought the average down just 
under one degree above normal. This 


was still far above the average of 17 
degrees a year ago. The warmest of 
the month, 59 degrees on the 11th, was 
almost a record breaker. Mildness 
brought fewer heating degree days, 
1,100 instead of 1,500 a year earlier. 
Somebody must have lower fuel bills. 


About 20 percent of our January 
records show less snow than we re- 
ceived last month. Although most of 
it was received late in the month, 
light snow flurries had occurred 
earlier. There has never been a snow- 
less winter. About 4.5 inches for 
winter is ninimum and that is about 
what we got in January. Precipita- 
tion, mostly rain, was near the 
normal of 2.56 inches for the month 
because we recorded 2.87 inches at 
the station. Our days were mostly 
partly cloudy, and very few absolute- 
ly clear days. Clear days in winter 
are usually the cold, cold windy days. 


So if January finally brought the 
chilly realization that there is a 
winter after all we can now settle 
down to enjoying it and consider it as 
“а delayed" winter. Something which 
has already been acknowledged by 
the Ground Hog. 


Vigo Couniy Public Library 
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By DR. BENAJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 


February was the month it 
shouldn't have been. This report 
reads what a normal January should 
be. From beginning to end February 
was all winter with persistent cold 
and more than a sprinkle of snow. The 
month averaged 25 degrees Farenheit 
compared to a normal temperature of 
31.8 degrees. As a matter of fact, 95 
percent of our February months in 
the past have been warmer. 
However, it was just two degrees 
warmer this year than last and 8 
degrees warmer than our bitter cold 
of 1978. Our low for the months was -5 
degrees on the 12th which broke a 
longtime record. 


Up until February we had ex- 
perienced а relatively  snowless 
winter. February brought four 
periods of snow that ended with about 
11 inches. This was about twice 
normal for February but not a record 
breaker. The displacement of the 
snow by strong winds caused drifting 
and excessive depths in the most 
objectionable areas, roads, sidewalks 
and driveways. Just as a comparison 
we have had about 10 Februaries 
since 1894 that have had У» inches ог 
less of snow. The maximum ever 
received in February was 17/2 inches 
in 1914. Half of the high record 
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Februaries had equally heavy snow in 
the subsequent March. 

Since we had 11 inches of snow this 
accounted for about % of the pre- 
cipitation for the month. Precipita- 
tion for February was 1.31 inches 
compared to a normal 2.11 inches but 
only .46 inches was in the form of 
rain. 


Perhaps you don't recall that 
February 1976 was the month famous 
for its ice coatings. Families in rural 
areas waited as long as a week to get 
power restored. While February 1977 
was a real drought period and mild 
when 9 days averaged above 40 
degrees, February 1978 was a 
shocker, coldest on record апа 
averaging 10 degrees below normal. 
1979 was a little better than 1978 but 
not much. So 1980 is better than the 
last two. We can't complain too 
much. ^ 


Most people didn't enjoy February 
and especially the fuel bills as- 
sociated with the 1158 degree days 
accumulated in the 29-day month. 
This was 175 degrees days more than 
average. 

February was a month some may 
have thought of as being not so hot 
and to others it was “cool” for at last 
there was an opportunity for winter 
sports . 
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Wabash Valley e ead — ‘much 
escaping tornadoes that other com- 
munities experienced — got their fair 
share of heavy rains Sunday and 
Monday morning causing power out- 
ages, washed out roads and flcoding 
in various areas. 

And, most forecasts indicate that 
more of the same is in the offing for 
today, tonight and possibly Tuesday. 

The National Severe Storms 
Forecast Center issued a tornado 
watch for a large portion of Indiana, 
including the Terre Haute area, for 
most of the afternoon and evening 
today. 

Tornadoes, large hail and damag- 
ing thunderstorm winds were 
possible. 

Rainfall during a 24-hour period 
through 7 a.m. today stood at 2.36 
inches and the Wabash River stage 
was listed at 5.3 feet and rising at 7 
a.m. 

County Highway Supervisor 
Charles Cardinal said flooding on 
county roads “was just everywhere.” 
Although only one road — located 
near the Vigo/Sullivan county line — 
was washed out, numerous roads had 
high water. 

Cardinal said the flooding was 
**mostly just surface water” and with 
some time ''it will go down again." 

The Terre Haute Street Depart- 
ment reportedly was busy removing 


Vm. \ ai 2 80 
"tree limbs (һай had fallen in several 
locations throughout the city Sunday. 

Some locations where tree debris 
was causing problems included Sixth 
Street and Third Avenue; 15th Street 
and Liberty Avenue; Fifth and Han- 
соск streets; and 26th Street and 
Maple Avenue. 

High water was a problem on many 
city streets, also. 

General Telephone officials re- 
ported nearly 75 percent of the 299 
exchange was without service Sun- 
day. In addition, the entire Center 
Point exchange was not in operation 
due to weather conditions. 

Several other exchanges in the city 
were at least in part disrupted 
because of either wind damage to 
lines or wet cables. 

Public Service Indiana officials re- 
ported outages due to line damage in 

а “hit and miss” fashion throughout 
the area Sunday. Most problems were 
rectified by 4 p.m., however. 

Thunderstorms were forecast to- 
day, possibly heavy at times. Thun- 
derstorms are also in the forecast for 
tonight — and there is a chance for 
thunderstorms Tuesday. 

The extended outlook is also less 
than bright. Although fair and warm 
conditions are expected Wednesday 
and Thursday, showers and thun- 
derstorms are expected to return 
Thursday night and Friday. 
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May was dry, but 'hormal' 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON = 
ISU Climatic Station 

Some may think there were some 

cool days in May and cooler than 

normal but not really^so as tem- 

peratures averaged near normal: The 

average for May was‘ 64.7 degrees Е 


compared to the norm of 64 degrees. 


May was dry however -with only 
2.35 inches and nearly half coming in 


two days. The first nine days of the: 
month. had no rain at all. Practically , 


none fell the last seven days of the 
month: Normally we could expect two 
inches more to be near normal. Our 
last killing frost was on May ninth. 
This sets the official date for the 
beginning of the growing season for 
1980. We can think of May as one of 
the pleasant months of- the year with 
warm days and cool nights and good 
feelings. : However this Мау had 
tornado threats and strong winds four 
days of the month. Most of these 
events occurred before the 14th. The 
last part of the month was typically 
spring like. - 

With the erruption of Mt. St. Helens 
on the morning of the 18th we have 
wondered about its possible influence 
on our climate. Traditionally we 
believe the additional particles of 
dust in the air will cut down on solar 
energy and thus possibly bring some 
cooler conditions, very slight 
however. In addition there could be 
more colorful sunrises and sunsets 
for some time. In addition the small 
particles of dust and more nuclei for 
condensation may help to bring about 


greater precipitation. The conclusive 
proof of such results must wait for 
observations several months from 
now. с 

Our growing degree days made 
their appearance as part of the record 
in May. A growing degree day is a day 
on which the temperature does go 
more than опе: degree above the 40 
degree Fahrenheit mark. We had 
‘nearly 600 for the month. , 

The highest temperature ever re- 
corded іл May.in Indiana was 95 
degrees Е, but this*year the highest 
was 86 degrees F on three different 
days. Our rain of 1980 can be com- 
pared to our wettest year, 1943 when 
nearly 12 inches fell but in 1933 we 
only had .03 inches which was the 
driest on record. Maybe we all еп-. 
joyed May. 
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June w was kinder . 
4 % “ТҰН; 
R. STEN AMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 

The climate of June 1980 in the Terre Haute area 
was far kinder to us than many living elsewhere 
experienced. Although we had some extremes, or at 
least we thought so, only one temperature broke a 
long time record when the low temperature of 46 
degrees was recorded on the 20th. It lowered the old 
record by three degrees established in 1976. 

No high temperature records were broken. In fact, 
the month was slightly cooler than usual. Nineteen 
days had a daily range between high and low 
temperature of 20 degrees or more. This daily 
change provides relief from high temperatures and 
monotony. 

On the 15th of June the range was from 90 degrees 
to 60 degrees. Such a variation is extremely com- 
fortable although some would consider it chilling. 
When -the daily temperature range is from 10 to 12 
degrees there is no such relief and we actually don’t 
notice it much. June had enough days with large 
diurnal changes to make the month quite com- 
fortable. 

After a very dry May, June promised to be wet in 
a hurry. Rainfall of one to three inches was common 
in the valley on the first day of the month. One half 
of our June rainfall 2.01 inches fell on the first. We 
ended up with 4.02 inches. Rainfall accumulated on 
seven days but they were evenly spaced and rain fell 
each week. Although, after a few days of no rain we 
were on the verge of predicting a drought, when 
along would come the rain. 

The month was characterized by frequent 
passages of fronts with associated squall winds. 
Excessive winds were reported on five days with 
winds up to 47 mph on the 15th. Some damage 
occurred. Skies were predominantly clear. Only 
three days could have been considered cloudy or 
overcast. 

Overall June was green and rosey but, strangely 
enough, it rained on every weekend. 

Historically, June has been a nice introduction to 
summer. The highest temperature on record was.104 
degrees in 1956 and the lowest was 39 degrees in 1966. 
In June 1958, 12.16 inches of precipitation fell but in 
1933 there was only .03 inches. With statistics like 
this our present June was a real pleasure for us. It 
came up roses and weeds. 

Although we haven't tallied the record, it appears 
we might record the fewest tornadoes of the year so 
far. 
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Severe winter storm 
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A severe winter storm hit the Terre 
Haute area Monday — resulting in 
closed highways, numerous 
automobile accidents and stranded 
motorists. The storm also forced 
elementary students at one Vigo 
County school to spend the night. 

High winds, reaching 60 mph at 
times, drifted some roads shut and 
created limited visibility. 

Things were slowly getting back to 
normal this morning, but local and 
area schools were closed. 

About 31 students and 15 school 
employees stayed overnight at 
Hoosier Prairie Elementary School 
Monday because of poor road condi- 
tions. Persons slept on the carpeted 
floors with school blankets and 
blankets provided by the American 
Red Cross. 

All main roads were open this 
morning in the area, according to 
Indiana State Police, but they were 
described as slick and hazardous. 

While traffic was moving along 
0.5. 41 south of Terre Наше, it was 
moving slowly — from 15 to 20 miles 
per hour in front of the State Police 
post, a spokesman said. U.S. 41 had 
been closed both north and south of 
Terre Haute at one point Monday 
evening. 

No serious accidents were reported 
after midnight, but state police said 
they had a telephone call about every 
10 seconds. 

The Vigo County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment reported a quiet night. Deputies 
who normally patrol various sections 
of the county stayed at the jail 
because of the hazardous conditions. 

The county highway department 
reported “all roads were in terrible 
shape" and advised motorists to stay 
off of them "until we can get to 
them.” Spokesmen added that no one 
area was any worse than others — 
“It’s all over." 


The rush io hospital emergency 
rooms tapered off during the evening, 
as-most people found their way back 
home and apparently stayed there. 

Union Hospital treated two people 


during the 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. shift. 
Things were also slow at Terre Haute 
Regional Hospital during the night 
shift. 

In the city of Terre Haute, Street 
Superintendent Dave Butts reported 
most major routes had sand and salt 
on them, but wind was blowing it off 
and much of it was being carried 
away by the tires of vehicles. 

The salt was expected to have more 
effect when temperatures increased 
during the day. 

Overpasses were termed ‘‘very 
dangerous" by Butts even though 


| “we're hitting them with salt and 


'also 


sand every hour," he said. Hills were 
considered  treacherous for 
traveling. 

City police reported no major ac- 
tivity during darkness hours, but of- 
ficers had plenty of action Monday 
with slick streets and poor visibility 
hampering motorists. 

Seventeen accident reports were 
filed with the Police Department 
Monday and at least 12 of those were 
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related to the weather. 

Sgt. Larry Shope, head of the de- 
partment traffic division, reported 
only two of those incidents involved 
personal injury. А 

Опе of the accidents reported was 
of a tree falling on a car parked at 
13% and Cruft streets. No one was 
injured. À 

Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk 
reported about five extra police of- 
Нсегв were called іп on Monday's 
night shift because of the weather. 

No snow emergency situation was 
called by the city administration, but 
Mayor Pete Chalos urged city resi- 
dents to stay off the streets unless it 
was an emergency situation. Chalos 
was traveling city streets this morn- 
ing in a Street Department truck. 

The Terre Haute Bus Terminal 
reported poor roads prevented the 
2:50 p.m. and 5:50 p.m. buses from 
continuing their routes and all night 
trips were canceled. Travelers slept 
in buses or the terminal before the 
buses could resume their routes about 
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7 a.m, 

Check calls with seven area motels 
found all with ‘‘full houses" Monday 
night as motorists sought shelter 
rather than brave the weather. About 
800 ‘rooms were filled, according to 
those contacted, and about three- 
fourths were due to the weather. 

Isolated power outages were re- 
ported Monday afternoon and evening 
in the county. William Price, a 
spokesman for Public Service In- 
diana, said ''tree limbs in power 
lines" were responsible. 


Area counties reported most roads 
were. slick and hazardous. Мапу 
secondary roads were drifted and 
closed to traffic. 


А 20-car pile-up was reported from 
Clay County. Meanwhile, students at 
Northside School in Marshall, Ш., 
spent the night as buses were unable 
to return them to their homes Mon- 
day evening. Stranded motorists were 
reported throughout the area, as were 
minor traffic accidents. 
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City escapes 


Terre Haute escaped the brunt of 
an early morning winter snow sterm, 
the second in four days. However, 
surrounding communities received 
larger amounts of snow — creating 
hazardous driving conditions and 
‘several school closings. 

The National Weather Service said 
the storm would move swiftly out of 
the Hoosier state today, paving the 
way for much colder temperatures. 
Lows tonight should range from 5 to 
10 degrees. Friday’s outlook calls for 
sunny skies and continued cold — 
with the highs to be in the upper teens 
to around 20. 

A spokesman for the Indiana State 
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Police reported the following 
amounts of snowfall during the night: 
Terre Haute, one inch; Brazil, three 
inches; Parke County, four inches; 
Clinton, three inches; and Sullivan 
County, a slight dusting. | 

Schools іп Clay, Vermillion апа 
Parke counties were closed, and 
authorities reported hazardous driv- 
ing conditions — especially on county 
toads and bridges. 

Terre Haute Street Commissioner 
David Butts reported about 20 
employees worked the night shift and 
concentrated their efforts initially on 
the snow routes. He expected most 
intersections to be salted or sanded 
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by mid-day. 

A о for the Terre Haute 
Police Department reported no acci- 
dents or other problems resulting 
from the one-inch snow. 

Vigo County Sheriff's Department 
road deputies reported county roads 
slick and hazardous. There was little 
traffic during the night, one officer 
added. 

State police described roads in the 
area as "пої too bad," though slick in 
spots. Interstate 70 in the Terre 
Haute area was wet with slush, but 
worsened further east. 

No weather-related accidents were 
reported by local law enforcement 
agencies during the early morning 
hours. 

Reports from surrounding areas 
included: 

CLAY COUNTY — A spokeswoman 
for the sheriff’s department said 
roads in the county were slick and 
snow covered, while the highways 
were cleared but slushy. No accidents 
were reported during the night. 

SULLIVAN COUNTY — Escaped 
with only a dusting of snow. No 
accidents were reported. 

VERMILLION COUNTY — Roads 
in the county were slick, hazardous 
and snow packed. Crews were busy 
spreading salt and sand, accoiding to 
a report from the sheriff's office. 

PARKE COUNTY -- The area 
north of Rockville was hardest hit in 
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new snow 


the valley with four des of snow. 
All roads were extremely slick and 
motorists were asked to use extreme 
caution. Crews worked through the 
night. 

PUTNAM COUNTY — Schoois 
were closed as secondary roads were 
reported in hazardous condition. 

GREENE COUNTY — Reported a 
sprinkling of snow. Motorists were 
advised to watch for slick spots on 
bridges and overpasses. 

In Illinois, Capt. Ernest Neumann, 
commander of the Effingham district 
of the Illinois State Police, said all 
state roads south of U.S. 36 were 
normal today. Toll, express and state 
roads north of U.S. 36 and Illinois 136 
were reported as snow packed. He 
urged motorists to use caution on 
travel north of the east-west | 
highways. | 

At Paris, Ill., a sheriff's deputy 
said Edgar County experienced near- 
ly an inch of new snow, but no 
accidents were reported. 

Clark County lawmen at Marshall, 
Ill., reported little snow and по acci- 
dents. Cautious driving was urged on 
highways to the north of Marshall. 

The Indiana extended outlook for 
Saturday through Monday calls for 
mostly clear conditions, cold nights 
and sunny, cool days through the 
period. Lows will range from 10 to 15 
north to low of 20s south. Highs will 
be in the 20s north to mid 30s south. 
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July in Terre aute wie The ninth 
hottest July on record since 1894, 
according to Dr. Benjamin Moulton, 
director of the Indiana State Un- 
iversity Climatic Station. 

Moulton notes that although the 
records at the university showed only 
two days of 100-degree-plus tem- 
perature, there were 21 days of tem- 
peratures of 90' degrees or above. 

The excessive heat resulted in an 
average monthly temperature of 80.8 
degrees, compared to a long-time 
[average of 75.8 degrees. 

Although consistently high tem- 
peratures prevalled, no daily high or 
low records were broken, according 
to Moulton. 

“There is some justification for the 
uncomfortable feeling most of us had 
during the month," Moulton notes in 
his climatic summary report for July. 

“Cooling days measured іп terms 
of needs for air conditioning were 
nearly twice the average. We had 334 
cooling days, compared to 176.5 for an 
average," he reports. 

The average low temperature for 
July was 70.6 degrees, or two degrees 
above the ideal 68 degrees for human 
comfort. Only one day of the month 
was below the ideal temperature- 
humidity ratio for human comfort. 

Precipitation was two-thirds of 
normal amounts, 2.17 inches, com- 
pared to the long-range average of 
3.77 inches.However, Moulton notes 
the area had twice as much precipita- 
tion this July than in July of 1979. 

“Tt rained on only five days and the 
days between rains were numerous. 
So farmers, gardeners and lawnsmen 
complained about drought," Moulton 
says. 

In an overview, Moulton states that 
historically the highest official tem- 
perature of Indiana is 116 degrees, 
recorded at Collegeville in Jasper 
County in 1936. Other records of 115 
degrees and 114 degrees were 
achieved the same year at Frankfort 
and Shoals. 

“The longer days at the northern 
part of the state could be expected to 
contribute the higher temperatures 
with clear days," the ISU professor 
notes. 

“One final comment on July of 
1980,” Moulton closes his report, 
“The growing days factor also in- 
creased with energy available for 
| growth up to 1,202 growing days, 
compared to 1,035.5 for an average. 
This pushes plants to grow even 
though, as in our July 1980, moisture 
| was Short and the plants needing both 
‘energy and moisture suffered as a 


result — and reached maturity 
earlier with probably a smaller crop 
size. Communi Пу Affairs File 


“However, July 1980 compares 
with a normal summer or a normal 
July there is no dot that our com- — № 
munication aids help us to accentuate RE -RENICE 
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to continue for 5 days 


Warm, humid weather will con- 
tinue in the Terre Haute area for at 
least the next five days, according to 
latest forecasts from the National 
Weather Service. 

Meanwhile, the Terre Haute Water 
Works Corp. has asked customers in 
the Shelburn, Farmersburg and New 
Lebanon areas to limit their use of 
water because of the increased de- 
mands in the hot weather. 


Water company officials are asking 
for the conservation only in the Sul- 
livan District in order to “епзиге 
ample supplies of water for all 
normal usage, such as cooking, 
bathing, sanitary purposes and fire 
protection." 


А similar request was issued by the 
West Terre Haute Water Works 
earlier this week. 

Public Service Indiana continues to 
report high electrical consumption by 
customers, presumably caused by air 
conditioners. No strain on the PSI 
system is reported. 

As noted, there's not much relief 
from the hot weather in sight. The 
immediate forecast for Terre Haute 
calls for a chance of thunderstorms 
early tonight. Otherwise, conditions 
should be partly cloudy tonight and 
Saturday. Lows tonight are expected 
to be around 70. Highs Saturday may 
reach the mid 90s. Winds should be 

. аһ 


CODER 
REFEBREI ICE 


DA NOT CIR 


САТЕ 


southerly, 5 to 10 mph, tonight. Тһе 
chance of precipitation is 30 percent 
tonight. 

The extended outlook — for Sunday 
through Tuesday — calls for humid 
with warm nights and hot days. There 
is a chance for thundershowers on 
Monday or Tuesday. Lows during the 
period should be in the upper 60s and 
70s. Highs are to be in the 90s. 

Scattered thunderstorms in 
northern and central Indiana today 
and tonight were not expected to 
provide much relief from the current 
heat wave. 

The National Weather Service said 
the showers would be widely scat- 
tered, producing generally опе- 
quarter inch of rain or less. A few 
showers could be locally heavy, 
however. 

In Illinois, weather experts predict 
at least four more days of the blister- 
ing 100-degree temperatures that 
have baked the southern half of the 
state in recent weeks, claiming 67 
lives. 

Thursday brought a slight break in 
the heat wave, with high tem- 


. peratures dipping below 100 degrees 


in some areas for the first time in a 
week. Quincy sweltered in 98-degree 
heat, while the temperature reached 
97 in Decatur, 96 in Cairo and 95 in 


ingtield. 
Sere National Weather Service pre- 
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dicted temperatures in Southern П- 
linois could reach 100 degrees every 
day through Tuesday, with highs in | 
northern sections hovering in the 90s. 


Heat-relief centers were «opened 


statewide several days ago as state 
officials pooled their efforts to pro- 
vide care for the elderly in the wake 
of the rising death toll. But persons 
running the centers reported only 
sparse turnouts in some areas. 


Alexander County Coroner Tom 


Bradshaw said, ‘‘People (in the Cairo 
area) just don’t seem to want to leave 
their homes.”’ Cairo has now reported 
nine heat-related deaths, with two 
others in the county. City officials 
said attendance at the relief facility 
at the Southern Medical Center was 
good during the day as temperatures 
hovered in the mid-90s. 


In East St. Louis, where 18 of St. 


Clair County’s 23 deaths have been 
reported since July 8, a heat-relief 
center for senior citizens reported 
good attendance. Centers in com- 
munities which have recorded no 
deaths reported inquiries, but low 


attendance. 
Typical of the stubborn streak 


among older Southern Illinoisans was 


Everett Orville Friend, 80, who was 
found dead in his Walnut Hill home in 


rural Marion County on Wednesday. 


Neighbors and a sheriff's deputy had 
pleaded with him to leave his two- 


foom house Tuesday night but had no 


luck. 
“I begged him, but there's nothing 
you can do. You can't take a man out 


of his home," said deputy Donald 
Maas, the man who found Friend's 


body after a neighbor called him back 
i the scene again Wednesday morn- 


ing. 

The heat claimed the life of a 35- 
year-old man visiting from Brewton. 
Ala. A Franklin County deputy sherift 
saw George Bird staggering on a road 
near Orient on Wednesday and picked 
him u E after he collapsed. - 

who was visiting a relatíve in 
edat had heat exhaustion and a 
108. 1-4еңгее body temperature when 
he arrived in Union Hospital, West 
Frankfort, authorities said. He went 
into a diabetic coma and died. 

Centralia City Engineer Ed Collins 
said Thursday the heat may cause 
some delays in major road construc- 
tion in the city since state regulations 
mandate that concrete cannot be 
poured after the pavement tem- 
perature reaches 90 degrees. He said 
contractors may be forced to pour 
only in early-morning hours, which 
could delav some projects. 


Vigo County Public Library 


no 


"un 


КЕРЕ 


М 
EE CS arè 


Ee 3. NEU LL 


Й Q^ (20 Н. ) ; 
Weather СПО Community Affairs File 


Moulton's climate 


Ts Auc 10 1980 


July, hotter than most 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 

July in Terre Haute was the ninth 
hottest July on record since 1894. 
Although the records at the Universi-. 
ty showed only 2 days of 100 degrees 

or more, there were 21 days of 
temperatures of 90 degrees F or 
above. The excessive heat resulted in 
an average monthly temperature of 
80.8 degrees F, compared to our long- 
time average of 75.8 degrees F. And, 
although consistently high tem- 
peratures prevailed, no daily high or 
low records were broken. 

There is some justification for the 
uncomfortable feeling most of us had 
during the month. Cooling days 
measured in terms of needs for air 
conditioning, were nearly twice the 
average. We had 334 cooling days 
compared to 176.5 for an average. 
This resulted in excessive use of 
power for air conditioning. The base 
temperature is 70 degrees for de- 
termining cooling days. As an exam- 
ple, on July 1 the average tem- 
perature was 75 degrees which re- 
sulted in 5 cooling days, but on July 
15, the temperature average was 91 
degrees which netted 21 cooling days. 
On the 25th, the temperature 


‚averaged 70 degrees Е and netted 


zero cooling days. Although cooling 
days are equitable units for calculat- 
ing energy needs, they do not reflect 
the fact that a short period in any one 
day may be excessively hot and 
necessitate the use of cooling devices. 
The average low temperature of 
the month was 70.6, or two degrees 
above the ideal 68 degrees for human 
comfort. Only one day of the month 
was below the ideal temperature— 
humidity ratio for human comfort. 
Precipitation was two-thirds of 
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normal amounts, 2.17 compared to 
the long-range average of 3.77. We 
had twice as much precipitation this 
July as ме Вай in 1979. However, it 
rained only on five days and the days 
between rains were numerous. So 
farmers, gardeners and lawnsmen 
complained about drought. Numerous 
calls came in from house painters to 
concrete contractors checking on 
temperatures characteristics. Usual- 
ly the customer feels the paint or 
cement was applied at excessive tem- 
peratures and will consequently not 
cure properly. Essentially the first 21 
days of the month constituted our 
heat wave ending with the vigorous 
storm of the 21st. 

Historically the highest ofticial 
temperature of Indiana is 116 degrees 
F at Collegeville (Jasper County) in 
1936. The other records, 115 degrees F 
and 114 degrees F were achieved the 
same year at Frankfort and Shoals. 
The longer days at the northern part 
of the state could be expected to 
contribute the higher temperatures 
with clear days. ' 

One final comment in July of 1980. 
The growing days factor also in- 
creased with energy available for 
growth up to 1202 growing days com- 
pared to 1035.5 for an average. This 
pushes plants to grow even though, as 
in our July 1980, moisture was short 
and the plants needing both energy 
and moisture suffered as a result and 
reached maturity earlier with pro- 
bably a smaller crop size. 

However July 1980 compares with a 
normal summer or a normal July, 
there is no doubt that our communica- 
tion aids help us to accentuate the 
adverse factors. July 1980 was much 
discussed as a hot issue. 
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By DR. BENJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 

The morning sun doesn't shine in 
the North facing windows anymore. 
The night is longer than the day. The 
"line" gale passed through followed 
by a marked drop in temperature. 
And the Oktoberfest in Terre Haute 
comes in September. 

АП this marks the month of change 
in the seasons, September. And in- 
deed we had all these experiences for 
our September was one of con- 
siderable contrasts. In some ways it 
is as unstable as March. Although by 
origin the name implies the seventh 
month, which it was in the old Roman 
calendar, the name also implies a 
form of divide which it is most like 
because it separates Summer from 
Autumn with a good mixture of both. 

One the accompanying chart the 
black data show September 1980 
averags daily temperature for each 
day compaired to the long range 
average. The high temperatures are 
black triangles pointing upward and 
the low are those pointing downward. 
These are imposed on a chart showing 
the long time climatic record for 
September. September was slightly 
warmer than usual having an averags 
of 70.4 degrees F. The high of 91 
degress F was reached on four days. 
The low Was 44 degrees F on the 26th. 
No high or low records were broken in 
September but the consistent high 
temperatures made it a warmer 
month than normal. 

One noticeable feature was the 
increasing contrast between low and 
high temperatures in the daily range. 
Nineteen days had a range of 20 
degrees or more and two days had a 
range of 31 degrees. These great 
contrasts were not associated with a 
front passing through the day in 
question but with the phenomen of a 
long night and clear sky allowing 
maximum loss of heat from the sur- 
face. 

September was slightly wetter than 
usual, but only nine days had pre- 
cipitation, which totaled 3.42 inches 
for the month as compared to a norm 
of 3.16 inches. There were five rainy 
periods but most rain fell on the 16th 


Wesce ке CF. H) 
September — almost as uns 


and 17th. After the seventeenth only а 
third of an inch fell for the rest of ths 
month. The last part of the month 
was essentially clear and sunny. The 
rainfall for September 198) is re- 
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table as March 


corded as a black line at the bottom 
of the chart paralled to the bar 
representing the maximum precipita- 
tion ever recorded for September. 
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November's record - 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
ISU Climatic Station 


A recert visitor to the office 
warted to know exactly where I drew 
the line between weather and 
climate. Another way of phrasing the 
question would be, Why don't you title 
your report “Тһе Weather of Nov- 
ember.” 

It is a good question and although 
the arswer may not please at all, it 
does represent my understanding the 
issue. 

Currertly, if I look out the window 
I сап see the weather. At this writing, 
the weather is cloudy, about a 
skycover value of 10, complete over- 
cast. The thermometer reading is in 
the high 50s here. No twigs or limbs 
are moving — it must be calm. And 
precipitation is falling. Within the 
limits of the observation from the 
window the current physical state of 
the atmosphere is described and that 
is weather. 

Of course, I could get the at- 
mospheric pressure and a number of 
other readings but they would just 
cortinue to describe conditions at the 
moment of observation. 

Ir contrast, when we take a lot of 
these readings and begin to average 
them and manipulate them to an 
overall picture for a period of time 
we create a history of weather which 
results ir a composite that we call 
climate. 

For many of us the earliest climate 
concept came with our discussion of 
seasons, followed by our recogniza- 
tior of tropical (Torrid) temperature 
climates. and cold (Frigid) climates. 
From that point, degrees of 
sophistication become complex and 
purporeful to the demands and needs 
of the user. 

Thus, our monthly report reviews 
the past morth ard sets for the 
archives of climate for future use. 
How mary want to recall the climate 
of a morth or year or 20 years ago? 
The climatologist can tell you. Rarelv 
a week goes by wher someone doesn’t 
call ard wart to know the record of a 
past date. (We have them back to 
1895.) 


November's climate 

Our past November really con- 
sisted of two distinct phases of warm 
mild and dry first half, and an in- 
hospitable, rain, snow and cold 
second half. The first half of the 
month averaged near 49 degrees (F) 
and the second half averaged 36 
degrees (F). 

Although precipitation was light. 
with 1.51 inches compared to a norm 
of 3.13 inches, three of the light rains 
occurred in the first half and ac- 
counted for .08 of an inch compared to 
1.43 inches the second half in which 
more than an inch of precipitation 
was snow or very near snow. 


Snow on schedule 

Three inches of snow fell on Terre 
Haute for Thanksgiving. This is an 
amount we often feel would be nice to 
have on Christmas. Although snow in 
November is not unusual, we should 
expect it about 80 percent of the time, 
it was a heavy snow which probably 
shouldn't occur more than once-in 10 
years. 

Those who want to say that the 
heavy snow in November predicts a 
heavy winter snow can find just about 
a 51 to 49 percent in your favor. Early 
November had an almost uniformity 
of clear skies and late November had 
most of the overcast weather and 
poor visibility with rain, snow and 
fog. 


Coffee table comments 

Around the coffee table were 
murmurs of small heating bills. Many 
of these were determined for the first 
half when 227 degree days were re- 
corded. For those looking ahead, 
there were 410 heating days the 
second half for a total of 637 or near 
average. The worst day for the heat- 
ing conservationists was on Nov. 26. 

Except for the extreme contrast 
between the first and last of the 
month, November was very normal. 
The accompanying chart shows the 
distribution of high and low tem- 
peratures for the month. The bottom 
and top line when far apart usually 
indicates fair weather. When the two 
temperature lines came very close 
we had rain or snow. 
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Terre Haute residents were greeted with falling snow as 
they awakened today, and the white stuff was continuing 
to fall at mid-morning. 

The snow started early in most sections of the Wabash 
Valley. By 6 a.m., most streets and roads were covered. 

An accumulation of as much as 1 inch was seen by 8 a.m. 
in most areas. 

Authorities said all highways were slick. No major 
accidents were reported in the area during the early 
morning hours, despite the poor road conditions. 

City, state and county highway crews were reported 
ready for action this morning with some work already 
started on spreading salt and sand by 8 a.m. 

The immediate forecast for the Terre Haute area called 
for partial clearing and bitterly cold conditions tonight and 
Christmas day. 

The low tonight might reach zero to 5 below, with the 
high Thursday only hitting 10 to 15 degrees. 

The extended forecast calls for cold and dry conditions 
from Friday through Sunday. A gradual warming trend 
should develop Sunday. 

Lows will be in the teens on Friday, warming into the 20s 


by Sunday. Highs should be in the mid 20s and mid 30s ` 


Friday and Saturday, warming into the mid 30s and mid 40s 
by Sunday. 

Street Commissioner Bill Ridge reported he had crews 
spreading salt and sand at intersections this morning 
because of slick conditions. 

Ridge said he was not sure what the weather held in 
store, but an emergency street crew would be on standby 
Christmas day if needed. 

No need for plowing existed this morning. but three city 
plows were ready, Ridge stated. Designated snow routes 
would receive plowing priority, he said. 

A county highway department spokesman reported 
“we're all ready to go if we have іо.” When contacted this 
morning he said not enough snow had accumulated ''to 
bother anyone." 

State highway crews were out early today spreading salt 
and sand, according to the Indiana State Police. 


МИСС ІТ КЕНІ 
elts Terre Haute 


No major accidents were reported in the area as a result 
of the slick roads as of 8 a.m. today, but city police did say 
two accidents had occurred since the snow started to fall. 

Three traffic deaths were reported in the state Tuesday, ќ 
but none were apparently weather related. 1 

A Knox County motorist was killed when his car veered 
off a road and struck a concrete drainage abutment, police 
said. 

They said Melvin England, 28, Bruceville, died Tuesday 
night in the crash along Indiana 550 just west of Wheat- 
field. 

Indiana's 1980 traffic death toll stands at 1,142, com- 
pared with 1,289 on Dec. 24, 1979. 

State police said Richard V. Bower, 25, rural Gosport, 
was killed Tuesday about 2% miles north of Elletsville 
when his car crossed the center line of a local road and 
struck another car. Bower was thrown out and run over by 
his own car. 

Police said Georgiana E. Cook, 79, rural Corunna, was 
killed Tuesday while trying to turn onto U.S. 6 about six 
miles west of Waterloo. 

In the nation, snow swirled across a broad area from 
Montana to the Great Lakes region today in the wake of an 
icy mixture that made highway travel a nightmare 
Tuesday in sections of the East. 

Hardest hit by the snow, sleet and freezing rain Tuesday 
were Virginia, Maryland, South Carolina, Georgia and 
Kentucky. Eleven traffic deaths were attributed to the 
weather. 

Dense fog plagued parts of the West and Southwest, 
disrupting air travel in Los Angeles, San Francisco, San 
Diego and Oakland, Calif.. as well as parts of Oklahoma 
and south Texas. 

Arctic cold whipped in behind today's snow, plunging the 
mercury far below zero in northern Minnesota. Subzero 
readings were expected to extend across a large part of the 
northern Midwest by Christmas morning. 

Light rain splashed into the Pacific Northest. | | 

Temperatures before dawn ranged from 21 below zero at | 
Warroad. Minn., to 70 at Fort Lauderdale, Fla. | 


